
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 1 and 2 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

 
 

 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 1’ (which is actually Chapters 1 and 2 of the book, Chapter 1: Pine Mountain and Chapter 2: 

Reasonable Questions.  It is approximately 27 minutes long) and answer the following questions. 
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. At the beginning of the book, who did Arlo, his mum and his sister Jaycee move in with?  

Arlo, his mum and his sister moved in with …… 
 

 

2. What impression did you get of the house? Use evidence from the book to help you. 

We learnt that the house was …… . I got the impression that …….. because ……..  
 

3. Summarise (explain in a few sentences) what we learnt about Arlo in these chapters.  Use evidence from the story to help 

you. 

We learnt a lot about Arlo in these 2 chapters. Firstly, we learnt ……… We also learnt that …… 
 

4. What is the difference between the way Uncle Wade talked about the forest and the way Arlo’s mum talked about it? 

While Uncle Wade explained that the forest ………, Arlo’s mum said that ……… 

 

5. Why did Arlo not live with his dad? 

Arlo did not live with his dad because ……… 
 

6. Can you explain what was strange about the dog, and the fact that Arlo could see it? 

The dog was strange because ………. 

It was strange that Arlo could see the dog because ……… 

 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
debris sagging trespassing specifically adequately FBI flashlight The following words are 

all place names in 
America: 

broken 
pieces of 
brick or 

rock 

sinking or bending 
down under the 

weight of 
something or 

through lack of 
strength 

to go onto 
someone’s 

land without 
permission 

in a way that 
is exact or 

clear 

something that is 
done in a way 

that is just good 
enough 

American 
government’s 

security service 
(Federal Bureau 
of Investigation) 

Americans 
call a torch a 
‘flashlight’ 

Montana 
Mississippi 
Michigan 
 Chicago  
Colorado 

 Philadelphia 
 

 

Optional linked writing task: Pretend you are Arlo. Write a diary entry explaining how you feel in this house. 
 

You might want to start with:  
 

Dear Diary, 
 

I know I am used to moving around a lot, but this house has to be the strangest one we have lived in so far! To start with, … 
 
 

Challenge: Can you use the word ‘trespassing’ somewhere in your diary? 

 



 

 

  
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 1 and 2 

Chapter 1: Pine Mountain and Chapter 2: Reasonable Questions example answers: 

1. At the beginning of the book, who did Arlo, his mum and his sister Jaycee move in with?  

Arlo, his mum and his sister moved in with Uncle Wade. 
 

2. What impression did you get of the house?  Use evidence from the book to help you. 

We learnt that the house was not very well looked after. For example, the metal fence was rusty, the porch was sagging 

and parts of the house needed a lot of repair. The inside of the house was cluttered with boxes, dishes in greasy water 

and stuffed animals (the kind that used to be alive) on the dining room table. 

I got the impression that the house felt unwelcoming and was not a nice place to be, because- as well as everything I 

have listed above- Arlo and Jaycee both seemed a little scared by it (Jaycee called it a ‘murder house’). Arlo listed many 

dangers he could see. The description of the creaking floor made me think the author wanted me to be a bit nervous and 

unsure about the place. I think strange and unnerving things could happen here. 
 

3. Summarise (explain in a few sentences) what we learnt about Arlo in these chapters.  Use evidence from the story to 

help you. 

We learnt a lot about Arlo in these 2 chapters. Firstly we learnt what he looked like: he was 12 years old but looked 

younger, he was small with dark hair that never stayed put and he had one eye that was brown and one that was 

emerald green. We learnt that he was always keen to list possible dangers that he could see around him so he could 

make a plan for how he would overcome them. This tells me he was quite anxious, and perhaps had already experienced 

some danger or uncertainty in his life. We also learnt that he never stayed at a school very long, and so didn’t bother 

making new friends anymore as he knew he would have to say goodbye. 
 

4. What is the difference between the way Uncle Wade talked about the forest and the way Arlo’s mum talked about it? 

While Uncle Wade explained that the forest had something it in that was ‘not good, not bad, just dangerous if you’re not 

ready’, Arlo’s mum said that it was a safe place. 
 

5. Why did Arlo not live with his dad? 

Arlo did not live with his dad because his dad lived in China.  He was running away from the FBI so he did not get caught. 
 

6. Can you explain what was strange about the dog, and the fact that Arlo could see it? 

The dog was strange because his bark could not be heard (it was silent). 

It was strange that Arlo could see the dog because the dog had supposedly died, yet he could still see it. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 3 and 4 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

 
 

 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 2’ and ‘Chapter 3’ (which are actually Chapters 3 and 4 of the book, Chapter 3: School and Chapter 4: 

Uniform. Together, they are approximately 26 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. Pine Mountain was so small a place that once you had zoomed in on a map to find it, ‘all you saw was a tiny dot inside a 

giant forest, accessible only by a two-lane mountain road that twisted back and forth like a lazy crayon scribble’.  What 

impression did this description give you of Pine Mountain? Why do you think the author used the simile of a lazy crayon 

scribble to describe the road here? 

I think Pine Mountain was  …… 

I get the impression that Pine Mountain …… 

I think the author used the simile of a lazy crayon scribble because …... 
 

 

2. How do you think Henry Wu ended up covered in the bright purple goo? What makes you think this? 

I think Henry Wu ended up covered in the goo because he ……… I think this because …….. 
 
 

3. Do you think Arlo did the right thing by accepting the invitation to Rangers?  Why or why not?  

I think he was …… to accept the invitation to Rangers because ………  
 

 

 

4. In Chapter 4: Uniform, we hear that the patches on the Ranger’s uniform ‘had been sown on individually, and with great 

care’. What does this tell us about how the person who sewed them on felt about the uniform and the patches? 

I think it tells us that they ……… 

 

5. What was so strange about the moment Arlo pricked his finger with the pin? 

When Arlo pricked his finger, …… 
 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
accessible suspenders accustomed altitude Rangers / Patrol elaborate depict Words used in America, 

but not often in the UK 

able to be 
reached or 

entered 

a pair of straps that 
pass over the 
shoulders and 
fasten to the 

waistband of a pair 
of trousers at the 
front and back to 

hold them up (also 
known as ‘braces’) 

It was usual 
and they 

were used to 
it 

the height 
of a place 
in relation 
to sea level 
or ground 

level 

Rangers: a club for young 
people that focuses on 

outdoor skills like camping 
and fishing 

 

Patrol: a group of Rangers 
who all meet together at 

the same place each week 
are called a ‘Patrol’ 

very 
detailed or 
with lots of 

different 
parts 

shown or 
represented 
(for example 

something can 
be depicted 
(shown) in a 
drawing or 
painting) 

Kindergarten: Preschool 
Elementary: Primary 

6th Grade: Year 7 
sneakers: trainers 

sack lunch: packed lunch 
recess: break time 

quarter: money amount 
pants: trousers 

 

Optional linked writing task: Draw yourself a giant thought bubble on a piece of paper, like the picture below. Imagine you are the girl brushing 
her hair in the mirror at the end of Chapter 4 the moment Arlo appeared. Write what you would be thinking inside the bubble. 

You might want to start like this:  
 

Wait a minute- what is this?! A boy with a bleeding finger in my mirror? Wait… is he in his underwear?! I have 
never seen my mirror do anything this peculiar and strange before! I am ………. 
 

 

Challenge:  In your thought bubble, can you make the reader feel scared of, and unsure about, the unknown ‘they’ that the girl 
told Arlo to be careful of? 

 



 

 

  
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 3 and 4 

Chapter 3: School and Chapter 4: Uniform example answers: 

1. Pine Mountain was so small a place that once you had zoomed in on a map to find it, ‘all you saw was a tiny dot inside a 

giant forest, accessible only by a two-lane mountain road that twisted back and forth like a lazy crayon scribble’.  What 

impression did this description give you of Pine Mountain? Why do you think the author used the simile of a lazy crayon 

scribble to describe the road here? 

I think Pine Mountain was very small indeed, as it says that all the main buildings were on one crossroads and it was very 

hard to find on the map.  I get the impression that Pine Mountain was a place that no-one ever visited, because one girl 

at school was confused as to why Arlo had arrived as nobody new had started at their school for years. Perhaps it was a 

hard place to find as it was in the middle of a forest. 

I think the author used the simile of a lazy crayon scribble because it makes the reader feel that it was a sleepy town 

where not much happened. The use of the word ‘lazy’ makes me think that it was not an  exciting place to live and the 

idea of someone lazily scribbling with a crayon gives me the impression that they are bored. Perhaps this means Pine 

Mountain was an uninteresting and boring place to live, where people had to try to create their own entertainment. 

Maybe the author is trying to lull the reader into a false sense of safety and security, as we have already had a few hints 

that there were strange and exciting things happening in Pine Mountain (for example the silently-barking dog and the 

jingling purple goo). It will maybe make us more shocked later when we hear more about these. 
 

 

2. How do you think Henry Wu ended up covered in the bright purple goo? What makes you think this? 

I think Henry Wu ended up covered in the goo because he tried to catch a magical beetle in a jar even though he had 

been told not to.  I think this because he said to a girl in his class that he ‘just wanted to get one in the jar’ and she 

replied that he should just be ‘watching, not collecting’.  Then later, when Arlo asked if he would be okay after the goo 

incident, they discussed ‘Faerie Beetles’. 
 
 

3. Do you think Arlo did the right thing by accepting the invitation to Rangers?  Why or why not?  

For example: I think he was right to accept the invitation to Rangers because, as his Uncle Wade told him, that is how 

people made friends in Pine Mountain.  If he didn’t join, maybe he would be very lonely. I do think that strange things 

might happen at Rangers though, as we already know that something strange lives in the forest and the Rangers 

probably go to the forest often, so I think he will need to be careful. 
 

 

 

4. In Chapter 4: Uniform, we hear that the patches on the Ranger’s uniform ‘had been sown on individually, and with great 

care’. What does this tell us about how the person who sewed them on felt about the uniform and the patches? 

I think it tells us that it was important to them, as you don’t do things ‘with great care’ if it is not important to you.  I also 

think they were proud of the patches they had earned and wanted to show them off properly on their uniform.  

 

5. What was so strange about the moment Arlo pricked his finger with the pin? 

When Arlo pricked his finger on the pin, he could immediately see himself from the outside and could also see a girl 

reflecting in his window who was brushing her hair in her mirror somewhere else. He could talk to her, and his room 

disappeared from around him as he did so.  For a moment, he found himself in a moonlit forest, before the girl vanished 

and he was back in his room. The blood on his finger dried very quickly. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 5 and 6 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

 
 

 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 4’ and ‘Chapter 5’ (which are actually Chapters 5 and 6 of the book, Chapter 5: The Meeting and 

Chapter 6: The Field Book. Together, they are approximately 18 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. At the beginning of Chapter 5: The Meeting, Arlo’s mum said, ‘That’s sort of growing up, I guess.  Forgetting the things 

you used to love.’ What do you think this tells us about how his mum was feeling about her life as a grown up at this 

moment? 

I think this tells us that Arlo’s mum felt  …… because…… 
 

2. When Arlo arrived at the meeting, he ‘hesitated, with his hand on the door latch. He was suddenly aware of his 

breathing’.  Why do you think he did this? What does the author want us to know about how he was feeling? 

I think Arlo did this because …… .  I think the author wants us to know that he was feeling …… 
 

3. This is the Rangers’ oath that Arlo had to say to become a Ranger. What do you predict this means for what a Ranger has 

to do in everyday life?:  Loyal, brave, kind and true- 

Keeper of the Old and New- 

I guard the wild, 

Defend the weak, 

Mark the path, 

And virtue seek. 

Forest spirits hear me now, 

As I speak my Ranger’s Vow. 

I think this oath might mean that Rangers have to ……  
 

4. Do you think that Arlo was glad he had become a Ranger?  Use evidence in the text to help you explain your answer. 

I think Arlo was ……… that he had become a Ranger.  I think this because ……  

 

5. Chapter 6: The Field Book ends with: ‘When it came to Rangers, the Field Book had all the answers.  Except for the 

questions Arlo hadn’t thought to ask’.  Can you think of an important question he might have forgotten to ask here? 

I think he might have forgotten to ask …… 
 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
unison recounted devoted comply virtue seek constellation topographic maps words used in America, but not often 

in the UK 

together retold very 
loving or 

loyal 

to do 
something 
you have 

been asked 
or told to 

do 

to try to 
encourage and 

look for high 
moral standards 

and good 
behaviour 

a group of stars 
forming a 

recognisable 
pattern 

A type of map that 
shows many different 
features of the land to 

give more detail 

jocks: Older students who love sport 
Fall: Autumn 
Pledge of Allegiance: People pledge 
allegiance to the flag of the United 
States of America to show devotion and 
respect for their country. They recite it 
at public events & school 

 

Optional linked writing task: Imagine you are Arlo. Write a list entitled ‘Things I need to tell dad next time we speak’. 

You might want to start like this:  
Life has changed dramatically since I last spoke to dad. I don’t want to forget anything I need to tell him, so here is a list to help me remember:  

1. Uncle Wade’s house is a little creepy (remember to find out if dad has ever been here). 
2. Mum seems a bit sad (remember to try to tell him this when mum has left the table to get food or visit the toilet). 

Challenge: Can you include the words ‘devoted’ and ‘constellation’ somewhere in your list? 

 



 

 

  
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 5 and 6 

 

Chapter 5: The Meeting and Chapter 6: The Field Book example answers: 

1. At the beginning of Chapter 5: The Meeting, Arlo’s mum said, ‘That’s sort of growing up, I guess. Forgetting the things 

you used to love.’ What do you think this tells us about how his mum was feeling about her life as a grown up at this 

moment? 

I think this tells us that Arlo’s mum felt sad and forlorn about her life at this time, because she didn’t feel that it was filled 

with all the things that she loved and that made her happy.  I think this is probably because she had to say goodbye to 

Arlo and Jaycee’s dad and probably missed him but couldn’t speak to him.  She had also moved back to where she had 

lived as a child and must have moved away for a reason in the first place, so could have been upset that she had no 

choice but to come back.  She was perhaps questioning some of the choices she had made in her life and Pine Mountain 

maybe reminded her of memories from her past. 
 

 

2. When Arlo arrived at the meeting, he ‘hesitated, with his hand on the door latch. He was suddenly aware of his 

breathing’.  Why do you think he did this? What does the author want us to know about how he was feeling? 

I think Arlo did this because he was nervous about going in and was unsure about what he would find there (or whether 

he would make any friends there). We sometimes become more aware of our breathing when we are feeling scared or 

nervous.  

I think the author wants us to know that he was feeling apprehensive and a little unsure of himself, as we learnt in earlier 

chapters that he often thought about the dangers he might find before he went somewhere new so he could plan for 

how he could overcome them. Maybe he was feeling worried about the dangers here and was thinking about how to 

overcome them. 
 
 

3. This is the Rangers’ oath that Arlo had to say to become a Ranger. What do you predict this means for what a Ranger 

had to do in everyday life?: Loyal, brave, kind and true- 

Keeper of the Old and New- 

I guard the wild, 

Defend the weak, 

Mark the path, 

And virtue seek. 

Forest spirits hear me now, 

As I speak my Ranger’s Vow. 

For example: I think this oath might mean that Rangers had to try their best to be good people (because it says ‘loyal, 

brave, kind and true’, and says they need to seek virtue). They maybe needed to look after animals and creatures they 

found, particularly smaller ones that maybe couldn’t look after themselves very well (because it says ‘I guard the wild’ 

and ‘defend the weak’). Maybe they also needed to spend time in the forest, as it says they needed to ‘mark the path’. 

Perhaps there was something magical about what they needed to do too, as it talk about ‘spirits’ and this reminds me of 

the ghostly dog Arlo kept seeing.  
 

 

4. Do you think that Arlo was glad he had become a Ranger? Use evidence in the text to help you explain your answer. 

I think Arlo was very glad that he had become a Ranger.  I think this because the book tells me that he couldn’t imagine 

ever letting the Field Book out of his sight. This tells me that he loved the book and thought it was something very 

precious that needed protecting. He was also very keen to catch up on what he had missed so far at Rangers (the book 

tells us he was ‘determined’ to do this). He would not want to do this if he was not pleased he had joined and wanted to 

carry on going. He was very enthusiastic about camping at the weekend, and we learn that he liked the detail and order 

he found in the Field Book’s answers. He thought he could learn a lot from being in the Rangers, and liked this.  

 

5. Chapter 6: The Field Book ends with: ‘When it came to Rangers, the Field Book had all the answers.  Except for the 

questions Arlo hadn’t thought to ask’.  Can you think of an important question he might have forgotten to ask here?  

For example: I think he might have forgotten to ask what exactly it was that Rangers did, and why there were strange 

magical goings-on and creatures in Pine Mountain. I think he might also have forgotten to ask what the oath meant 

about ‘Forest spirits’. This seems like it could have been an important thing to forget about, especially for someone who 

is so worried about danger. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 7 and 8 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

 
 

 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 6’ and ‘Chapter 7’ (which are actually Chapters 7 and 8 of the book, Chapter 7: The Wonder and 

Chapter 8: Lights in the Dark. Together, they are approximately 30 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. At the start of Chapter 7: The Wonder, Arlo and the Rangers were hiking (going on a long walk in the wild). In your opinion 

did Arlo enjoy the hike? Use evidence from the book to help you. 

I think Arlo …… enjoy the hike because …… 
 

 

2. Why didn’t anyone camp at Highcross anymore? 

People did not camp at Highcross anymore because ……  
 

3. Explain in your own words what ‘The Wonder’ was.  

Based on what I have read, I would say that ‘The Wonder’ was……  
 

4. At the beginning of Chapter 8: Lights in the Dark, Arlo woke up in the middle of the night. We are told that ‘In the dim 

light, he saw fingerlike shadows above him, swaying back and forth.  To his right, an unseen animal was growling’. How do 

you think the author wants the reader to feel when reading this description? Why do you think this? 

I think the author gave us this description because he wants us to feel ……… I think this because …… 

 

5. How did Arlo convince himself that it was okay to wear Connor’s coat? Do you think it was a good idea to wear it in the 

end? Why/Why not? 

Arlo convinced himself that it was okay to wear Connor’s coat by thinking that …… 

I think it was a …… idea to wear the coat in the end, because …… 
 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
unresolved vast disintegrated quick 

succession 
bracingly cold torso stealthier reeling words used in America, but not 

often in the UK 

not solved 
or sorted 

out 

an 
extremely 

large space 

fell apart, or 
broke apart 
into small 

pieces 

one after 
the other, 

straight 
way 

extremely cold body being more 
sneaky  

feeling 
confused or 

shocked 

spook: to scare someone 
closet: wardrobe or cupboard 
packs: backpacks or large bags 
for carrying equipment 

 

Optional linked writing task: Create a fact file information page for the Field Book about ‘Wisps’, the strange creatures that try 
to kill Arlo. 

You might want to include in your fact file page information about:  
 

1. What a Wisp is; 
2. What a Wisp looks like; 
3. Where Wisps can usually be found; 
4. Why humans should avoid getting too close to a Wisp. 

 

If you would like to, you can use your imagination and create some facts about the Wisp that are not in the book. 
 

Challenge: Think about how you can make the reader think you are an expert. Can you use formal, expert language? Can you set 
your work out on the page in a way that makes the reader think you are an expert and that your information is very important? 

 



 

 

  
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 7 and 8 

 

Chapter 7: The Wonder and Chapter 8: Lights in the Dark example answers: 

1. At the start of Chapter 7: The Wonder, Arlo and the Rangers were hiking (going on a long walk in the wild). In your 

opinion did Arlo enjoy the hike? Use evidence from the book to help you. 

I think Arlo did not enjoy the hike because the book tells us that he was ‘too tired to speak’ and that he kept noticing that 

there were always rocks to step over, or step around. He found it exhausting. 
 

 

2. Why didn’t anyone camp at Highcross anymore? 

People did not camp at Highcross anymore because this was the place where Connor’s family had camped when he was 

a child. While he was playing hide-and-seek with his brother and his cousin, he and Katie (his cousin) went missing. 

Connor appeared a month later in Canada, but Katie was never seen again. 
 

3. Explain in your own words what ‘The Wonder’ was.  

Based on what I have read, I would say that ‘The Wonder’ was a special kind of force (or magical energy) that existed 

near the Long Woods. Where the Long Woods world overlapped with our world, the energy allowed strange, mysterious 

and seemingly magical events to happen and creatures to exist. Examples of this include the Faerie Beetle, the Wisps and 

the ability to produce thunderclaps and snaplights. 
 

4. At the beginning of Chapter 8: Lights in the Dark, Arlo woke up in the middle of the night. We are told that ‘In the dim 

light, he saw fingerlike shadows above him, swaying back and forth.  To his right, an unseen animal was growling’. How 

do you think the author wants the reader to feel when reading this description? Why do you think this? 

I think the author gave us this description because he wants us to feel nervous, uncertain and a little scared.  I think this 

because he compares the shadows to fingers, which makes me imagine there are strange creatures lurking just outside 

the tent ready to attack them.  This idea is supported by the fact that there was an unseen animal growling nearby.  This 

does not feel like a safe time or place to me. 

 

5. How did Arlo convince himself that it was okay to wear Connor’s coat? Do you think it was a good idea to wear it in the 

end? Why/Why not? 

Arlo convinced himself that it was okay to wear Connor’s coat by thinking that it was in the Ranger’s oath to be kind and 

helpful. 

I think it was a bad idea to wear the coat in the end, because Indra said that she thought the reason the Wisps tried to 

kill Arlo was that they thought he was Connor due to the coat he was wearing. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 9 and 10 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

 
 

 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 8’ and ‘Chapter 9’ (which are actually Chapters 9 and 10 of the book, Chapter 9: The Gold Pan and 

Chapter 10: The Bestiary. Together, they are approximately 19 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. What did we learn about Arlo’s sister Jaycee during their time at the restaurant (The Gold Pan)?  List three things and use 

the evidence in the text to explain your answers. 

In their time at the restaurant, we learnt that Jaycee: 

1. …… . We know this because …… 

2. …… . We know this because …… 

3. …… . We know this because …… 
 

 

2. When Arlo’s mum came back to the table and told them that she had just got a job there, we are told that Arlo was 

careful not to glance at his sister because ‘He didn’t need to.  He knew the look in her eyes’. What do you think this 

means? 

I think he knew that she would be looking …… because …… 
 

3. In Chapter 10: The Bestiary, Mrs Fitzrandolph (the school librarian) told Arlo, ‘I babysat your mother when she was little, 

not that she needed much supervision.  Your uncle, on the other hand…’  What do you imagine she means about Uncle 

Wade as a child here? Use what we know about Uncle Wade as a grown up to help you with your answer here.  

I think that she perhaps meant that Uncle Wade as a child was……  I think this because…… 
 

4. When Indra, Wu and Arlo are talking about what happened at the campout with the Wisps, the book tells us that ‘Arlo 

felt foolish’. Why did he feel this way? 

Arlo felt foolish because ……  

 

5. At the end of Chapter 10: The Bestiary, the children in Arlo’s class are given new seats.  Summarise (explain in a few 

sentences) why this was both a good and a bad thing for Arlo. 

On one hand, the new seating plan was a bad thing for Arlo, because …… 

On the other hand, it was a good thing for Arlo, because …… 
 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
omitted entangled coaxed instinct African violent surveyed malevolent partially plaintively 

left out got tangled 
up in, got 
caught up 

in 

gently and 
persistently 
persuaded 

someone to 
do something 

the way people 
or animals 

behave without 
having to think 

or learn about it 
first 

a type of plant looked 
around, 

having a good 
look 

having or showing 
a wish to do evil 

to others 

only in part, or to 
a limited extent 

something done 
in a sad or 

mournful way 

 

Optional linked writing task: Write the job advert that Arlo’s mum and sister saw in the restaurant window that made them both want the job. 

You might want to use the following frame as a guide: 
 

Waitress wanted at ‘The Gold Pan’- Pine Mountain’s best restaurant! 
We are looking for someone who …… 
In return, we can offer them …… 
If you are interested in applying for the position, please …… 
 

Challenge: Can you use modal verbs to help persuade people to apply? (e.g. should, could, would, will, may, must, shall, might). 

 



 

 

  
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 9 and 10 

 

Chapter 9: The Gold Pan and Chapter 10: The Bestiary example answers: 

1. What do we learn about Arlo’s sister Jaycee during their time at the restaurant (The Gold Pan)?  List three things and 

use the evidence in the text to explain your answers. 

In their time at The Gold Pan, we learnt that Jaycee (for example): 

1. Loved spending time with her dad (and must have had a good relationship with him). We know this because she 

was very happy and excited when telling him every detail about her new life in the mountains. 

2. Played music for a hobby. We know this because she told her dad that she wanted to swap from playing the clarinet 

to the drum in marching band. 

3. Was used to making decisions by herself. We know this because she told Arlo that she was getting a job without 

talking to any adults about it first.  She came across to the reader as very confident here. 
 

2. When Arlo’s mum came back to the table and told them that she had just got a job there, we are told that Arlo was 

careful not to glance at his sister because ‘He didn’t need to.  He knew the look in her eyes’. What do you think this 

means? 

I think he knew that she would be looking annoyed because she had just told him that she was going to have the job and 

then her mum told her that she had got it.  I imagine she had narrowed eyes and an angry, upset and annoyed look on 

her face. 
 

3. In Chapter 10: The Bestiary, Mrs Fitzrandolph (the school librarian) told Arlo, ‘I babysat your mother when she was little, 

not that she needed much supervision.  Your uncle, on the other hand…’  What do you imagine she means about Uncle 

Wade as a child here?  Use what we know about Uncle Wade as a grown up to help you with your answer here.  

I think that she perhaps meant that Uncle Wade as a child was full of mischief, didn’t do what he was told and was 

always getting into trouble.  I think this because she then went on to tell us later that he had ‘a few run-ins with faerie 

beetles.  And stink razors, too’.  I am also led to believe this because I know that he didn’t follow the rules as a grown up  

about what behaviour is acceptable in society.  For example, his home was extremely untidy and his hobbies involved 

stuffing animals. 
 

4. When Indra, Wu and Arlo are talking about what happened at the campout with the Wisps, the book tells us that ‘Arlo 

felt foolish’. Why did he feel this way? 

Arlo felt foolish because he realised that he hadn’t asked enough questions. If he had asked more questions and asked 

Connor about why he was stacking rocks and staying in the tent, he would not have put anyone in danger. 

 

5. At the end of Chapter 10: The Bestiary, the children in Arlo’s class are given new seats.  Summarise (explain in a few 

sentences) why this was both a good and a bad thing for Arlo. 

On one hand, the new seating plan was a bad thing for Arlo, because it meant that he was split up from his friends. 

On the other hand, it was a good thing for Arlo, because it meant that he now realised he had good friends. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 11 and 12 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

 
 

 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 10’ and ‘Chapter 11’ (which are actually Chapters 11 and 12 of the book, Chapter 11: The Splitter and 

Chapter 12: Signal Rock. Together, they are approximately 22 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. Where did people in Pine Mountain think the Cunningham family got their money from?  Did Uncle Wade agree with 

them? 

People in Pine Mountain thought the Cunningham family got their money through …… 

Uncle Wade thought ……. 
 

2. Chapter 12 is called ‘Signal Rock’.  Why do you think this is the name of the chapter? 

I think Chapter 12 is called ‘Signal Rock’ because …… 
 

3. What similarities were there between Arlo and Katie Cunningham (Connor’s cousin who went missing)? 

Arlo and Katie were both …… 

Arlo and Katie both had ……. 
 

4. At the end of Chapter 12: Signal Rock, it began to snow.  From the description we are given of Arlo seeing the snow for 

the first time, do you think the author wants us to think the snow is a good thing, or a bad thing? 

From the description the reader is given of the snow, I think we are meant to think the snow is …… because …… 

 

5. How do you predict Arlo’s life might change because of the snow? 

I predict the snow will mean that …… 
 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
splitter shamans jarring speculation sap lathered tampering methodical fundamental 

a machine 
that cuts 

(splits) logs 

someone who 
communicates 
between the 

visible world and 
the spirit world 

had an 
unpleasant or 

disturbing 
effect  

forming an idea 
or a theory 

without firm 
evidence 

fluid (liquid) 
found in 
plants 

formed a foam 
by mixing soap 

with water 

messing or 
meddling 

with 

in an ordered 
way with a clear 

system 

the most 
important or 

essential 

 

Optional linked writing task: In Chapter 12: Signal Rock we hear that there was a newspaper article in the Denver Post 
newspaper with the headline ‘Missing Colorado Boy Found Alive in Canada’.  Think about what this article might have said and 
write your own version of it.  You could include: what happened, when it happened, who was involved, what people think 
happened to Connor and Katie.   
 

You might want to start with:  
 

This morning, at 5am, a group of campers came across the unlikely find of a young boy wandering- alone and confused- in the 
dangerous Alberta Woods.  This comes a month after the boy in question, Connor Cunningham, went missing with his cousin, 
Katie Cunningham, thousands of miles away in Pine Mountain, Colorado.  
 

You can use your imagination if there is any information you want to include that we don’t know about. 
 

Challenge 1: Can you include the quote from Connor’s dad in the book somewhere in your newspaper article, as well as a quote 
from a witness who saw him in the woods?  Can you do this using ‘reported speech’ instead of using speech marks?  
e.g. Connor’s father said that he was … 
 

Challenge 2: Can you sound like an expert by using formal language throughout your newspaper? 
 

 



 

 

  
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 11 and 12 

 

Chapter 11: The Splitter and Chapter 12: Signal Rock example answers: 

1. Where did people in Pine Mountain think the Cunningham family got their money from?  Did Uncle Wade agree with 

them? 

People in Pine Mountain thought the Cunningham family got their money through the gold mines that existed on their 

land. 

Uncle Wade thought that this couldn’t be true because if they had been mining in the gold mines people would have seen 

the trucks and heard the loud equipment. He thought that they must have been doing business with magical creatures 

(the eldritch) instead, as he guessed that the Long Woods went underground into the mines as well. 
 

2. Chapter 12 is called ‘Signal Rock’.  Why do you think this is the name of the chapter? 

I think Chapter 12 is called ‘Signal Rock’ because the chapter is set at the place that Arlo decided to call ‘Signal Rock’. He 

called it this because it was the only place that Jaycee could get a signal on her phone. Because they had a signal, Jaycee 

and Arlo were able to do some research about Katie’s disappearance and they found out that Uncle Wade may have 

been involved in some way. 
 

3. What similarities were there between Arlo and Katie Cunningham (Connor’s cousin who went missing)? 

Arlo and Katie were both 12 years old. 

Arlo and Katie both had 2 mismatched eyes: they each had one green eye and one brown eye. 
 

4. At the end of Chapter 12: Signal Rock, it began to snow.  From the description we are given of Arlo seeing the snow for 

the first time, do you think the author wants us to think the snow is a good thing, or a bad thing? 

From the description the reader is given of the snow, I think we are meant to think that the snow is a good thing because 

he uses words that make it sound safe, for example ‘delicate flakes’ and the simile ‘each one floating down like a 

feather’.  We also hear that the swirling questions in Arlo’s head ‘went quiet’ and he wasn’t worrying for a moment.  This 

makes the reader feel a bit calmer and as if there are not as many concerns to worry about. 

 

5. How do you predict Arlo’s life might change because of the snow? 

I predict the snow will mean that Arlo’s hobbies might change. For example, the Rangers may have to do other activities, 

as camping would be too cold and dangerous in the snow. Perhaps they will stay indoors more, or they will go sledging 

or skiing on the mountains. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 13 and 14 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

  
 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 12’ and ‘Chapter 13’ (which are actually Chapters 13 and 14 of the book, Chapter 13: Blue Bertha and 

Chapter 14: Mr Henhao. Together, they are approximately 34 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. In Chapter 13, the Rangers were practising for the Alpine Derby sled race. Do you get the impression the Blue Patrol 

members (Arlo’s Patrol) were looking forward to the event? Why / why not?  

I think Blue Patrol …… because ……  
 

2. The Blue Patrol came second-to-last in last year’s sled race.  Explain why they did not come last.  

The Blue Patrol did not come last because …… 
 

3. At the end of Chapter 13: Blue Bertha, the Blue Patrol members had an argument.  Can you summarise (explain in a few 

sentences) what they were arguing about and what the two sides of the argument thought? 

Blue Patrol were arguing about …… 

While Connor thought ……., Indra and Wu thought …… 
 

4. In Chapter 14: Mr Henhao, a girl called Merilee from Arlo’s class asked if she could play some music for Arlo, Indra and 

Wu as they made the new sled.  Can you think of a good reason why the author might have chosen the name ‘Merilee’ for 

this character? 

I think the author might have chosen the name Merilee for this character because …… 

 

5. What did Wu tell Arlo ‘hen hao’ meant in Chinese? 

Wu said ‘hen hao’ meant …… 
 

6. Can you give 3 ways in which the new sled, ‘Mr Henhao’ was different to the old sled, ‘Blue Bertha’? 

1. Whilst Blue Bertha ……, Mr Henhao …… 

2. Whilst Blue Bertha ……, Mr Henhao …… 

3. Whilst Blue Bertha ……, Mr Henhao …… 
 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
Alpine Derby sled race horsepower indestructible in sync obligation immersed unfathomable plausible 

Alpine: in high mountains 
Derby: a sporting contest 
Sled race: racing sledges  
All together: An annual event where Rangers 
raced sledges to stations in the wilderness and 
at each one had to compete in Ranger skill 
activities. 

the amount 
of power 

there is in a 
vehicle 

not able to 
destroy it 

together, 
at the 
same 
time 

something 
you are 

morally or 
legally 

bound to 
do 

deeply 
involved in 
an activity 

impossible to 
understand or 

work out 

seeming 
reasonable 
or probable 

 

Optional linked writing task: Pretend you are a member of the Blue Patrol.  Write a letter to Christian, the Pine Mountain Rangers’ leader, 
trying to persuade him to let your Patrol use ‘Mr Henhao’ in the sled race instead of ‘Blue Bertha’. Use your answer to question 6 to help you. 
 

You might want to start with:  
 

Dear Christian, 
As you are aware, Rangers have been using the sled ‘Blue Bertha’ for many years now; it has served the Patrol well.  However, it is now extremely old and 
exceptionally heavy.  I am writing to tell you about a new and improved sled, which the Blue Patrol have recently built, that is far faster and will bring success to 
our Patrol.  I seek your permission for us to use this incredible new sled, ‘Mr Henhao’, in the Derby and in this letter, you will find a number of reasons why. 

Firstly, …… 

Challenge 1: Can you include a rhetorical question to try to persuade him further?  

Challenge 2: Can you include the words ‘indestructible’ and ‘horsepower’ in your letter? 
 

 



 

 

  
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 13 and 14 

 

Chapter 13: Blue Bertha and Chapter 14: Mr Henhao example answers: 

 

1. In Chapter 13, the Rangers were practising for the Alpine Derby sled race. Do you get the impression the Blue Patrol 

members (Arlo’s Patrol) were looking forward to the event? Why / why not?  

I think Blue Patrol were not looking forward to the event because they were most likely going to come last.  I think this 

because they were losing in the practice in Chapter 13 (and Arlo was told that they ‘suck’ by another Ranger).  They did 

not do well at all last year and didn’t seem to have improved since then.  I also think they weren’t looking forward to it 

because they did not enjoy pulling the sled and found it incredibly hard.  Arlo thought that pulling the sled was ‘torture’ 

and he did not understand why members of the other Patrols were so happy. Wu was finding it very difficult (with his hat 

continuously falling down to cover his eyes), Indra fell face-first into the snow and Julie and Jonas kept arguing. 
 

2. The Blue Patrol came second-to-last in last year’s sled race.  Explain why they did not come last.  

The Blue Patrol did not come last because one patrol from Wyoming had fallen into the river and two of them had got 

hypothermia, which slowed them down. 
 

3. At the end of Chapter 13: Blue Bertha, the Blue Patrol members had an argument.  Can you summarise (explain in a few 

sentences) what they were arguing about and what the two sides of the argument thought? 

Blue Patrol were arguing about whether or not they should build a new sled. 

While Connor thought that Blue Bertha was reliable, that they should stick to using her in the race and that they just 

needed to practise more, Indra and Wu thought that the sled was old and heavy and that they needed to build a new one 

if they wanted to improve. 
 

4. In Chapter 14: Mr Henhao, a girl called Merilee from Arlo’s class asked if she could play some music for Arlo, Indra and 

Wu as they made the new sled.  Can you think of a good reason why the author might have chosen the name ‘Merilee’ 

for this character? 

I think the author might have chosen the name Merilee for this character because she was very cheerful in how she 

spoke to Arlo, Indra and Wu, and played them merry and cheerful tunes on her flute to help inspire them as they worked.  

The name Merilee makes me think that she is a nice character who is often happy and does things merrily.  

 

5. What did Wu tell Arlo ‘hen hao’ meant in Chinese? 

Wu said ‘hen hao’ meant ‘pretty good’ in Chinese. 
 

6. Can you give 3 ways in which the new sled, ‘Mr Henhao’ was different to the old sled, ‘Blue Bertha’? For example: 

1. Whilst Blue Bertha was made out of plywood, Mr Henhao was made out of bamboo. 

2. Whilst Blue Bertha was ‘boxy’ and bulky, Mr Henhao was sleek and rounded. 

3. Whilst Blue Bertha took a lot of effort to pull and exhausted those trying to pull it, Mr Henhao was much less hard 

work to pull and Arlo thought that he could perhaps pull it ‘all day’.  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 15 and 16 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

  
 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 14’ and ‘Chapter 15’ (which are actually Chapters 15 and 16 of the book, Chapter 15: Snow and Ice and 

Chapter 16: The Road. Together, they are approximately 22 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. In Chapter 15: Snow and Ice, Jaycee handed Arlo the car keys.  He ‘took the keys and raced to the door’.  What does this 

tell us about the way Arlo felt about starting the car? 

I think the sentence ‘Arlo took the keys and raced to the door’ tells us that he…… because ……  
 

2. What happened to Arlo and his mum after they dropped Jaycee off at the bus stop? 

After they dropped Jaycee off at the bus stop…… 
 

3. In Chapter 16: The Road, what was Arlo afraid would happen if he left his mum and walked to school? List as many of his 

fears as you can find. 

Arlo was afraid that: 
1. 

2. 

3. 
 

4. What strange thing happened as Arlo walked to school? 

While Arlo tried to walk to school, …… 
 

5. How do you think being in Rangers helped Arlo in these 2 chapters? List as many ways as you can think of. 

I think being in Rangers helped Arlo in these chapters by: 

1. 

2. 

3. 
 

 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
exhaled minors unlawful predicament distress retracted the source emanate imperceptibly optical illusion 

breathed 
out 

people 
under 

the age 
of 18 

not 
allowed 
by law 

a difficult, 
unpleasant or 
embarrassing 

situation 

extreme 
anxiety, 

pain, 
sadness  

drew 
back  

the place from 
where something 
originated (came 

from) 

come 
from 

having no sense 
of what is 
happening 

a trick of the eyes 

 

 

Optional linked writing task: Write a short poem about Arlo’s mysterious experience on his walk through the snow to school. 
 

                        You might want to use this frame to help you:                                                                                    An example poem using this frame: 
 

Poem title: Crunch, Crunch 

Line 1: Crunch, crunch, crunch, crunch, 

Line 2: [Something mysterious that Arlo heard on his walk]. 

Line 3: Crunch, crunch, crunch, crunch, 

Line 4: [Something mysterious that Arlo saw on his walk]. 

Line 5: Crunch, crunch, crunch, crunch, 

Line 6: [Something that Arlo felt on his walk]. 

Line 7: [A question to make the reader feel scared for Arlo]? 
 

 

Crunch, Crunch 

Crunch, crunch, crunch, crunch, 

A whisper cutting through the wind. 

Crunch, crunch, crunch, crunch, 

A girl barefoot in the snow. 

Crunch, crunch, crunch, crunch, 

Confusion running through his nervous body.  

What will this all mean for the boy?  

 



 
  

Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 15 and 16 

 

Chapter 15: Snow and Ice and Chapter 16: The Road example answers: 

 

1. In Chapter 15: Snow and Ice, Jaycee handed Arlo the car keys.  He ‘took the keys and raced to the door’.  What does this 

tell us about the way Arlo felt about starting the car? 

I think the sentence ‘Arlo took the keys and raced to the door’ tells us that he was excited that Jaycee had said he could 

start the car today and wanted to get there quickly so he could.  I also think that he perhaps wanted to leave Jaycee 

quickly before she changed her mind and took the keys back.  I think this because the word ‘race’ tells me that he was 

running.  You would only run somewhere if you wanted to get there very quickly and before anyone else. 
 

2. What happened to Arlo and his mum after they dropped Jaycee off at the bus stop? 

After they dropped Jaycee off at the bus stop, the car began to skid on the ice and ran off the road.  Their car turned onto 

its side and they had to climb out to escape. 
 

3. In Chapter 16: The Road, what was Arlo afraid would happen if he left his mum and walked to school? List as many of his 

fears as you can find. 

Arlo was afraid that: 

1. The tow truck might not arrive. 

2. His mum’s phone battery might die. 

3. A bear might come out of the woods and his mum wouldn’t know what to do. 
 

4. What strange thing happened as Arlo walked to school? 

While Arlo tried to walk to school, he found that he was not getting any closer to the next turning in the road and that 

the tyre tracks had mysteriously disappeared.  He heard an old woman whispering to him, low and raspy, from the dark 

woods. He then saw a girl who told him she was called Rielle.  Arlo asked if she was Katie Cunningham and asked what 

had happened to her long ago.  She explained that she no longer went by that name and that she had not been  

kidnapped.  She told him that she did not belong in his world and that the old woman wanted Arlo because he did not 

belong there either. 
 

5. How do you think being in Rangers helped Arlo in these 2 chapters? List as many ways as you can think of. 

I think being in Rangers helped Arlo in these chapters by: 

1. Helping him know the distress signal so they could use the horn to call for someone to rescue them. 

2. Helping him to think brave thoughts by remembering the words of the Ranger’s oath as he was pulling himself out of 

the car. 

3. Helping him know who the girl that he saw in the woods might be (as he had learnt about Katie’s disappearance story 

on the campout). 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 17 and 18 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

  
 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 16’ and ‘Chapter 17’ (which are actually Chapters 17 and 18 of the book, Chapter 17: 9.45 A.M. and 

Chapter 18: Knots. Together, they are approximately 20 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. Why do you think Arlo decided to tell Indra and Wu everything that had happened when he got to school? 

I think Arlo decided to tell Indra and Wu everything because …… 
 

2. What did Arlo decide to do (without talking the decision through with Indra or Wu) at the end of Chapter 17: 9.45 A.M.? 

At the end of the chapter, Arlo decided to …… 
 

3. How many Rangers’ knots were there, and how many did Arlo know? 

There were …… knots and Arlo knew …… of them. 
 

4. How might Connor’s reaction to the news about his cousin support (back up) Uncle Wade’s theory about how the 

Cunningham family got their money? 

I think Connor’s reaction might support Uncle Wade’s theory that the Cunningham family got their money from dealings 

with the eldritch because …… 
 

5. What impression do you get of the deal between Katie’s family and the eldritch by the way Connor ‘trailed off’* as he 

said: ‘That’s why you can’t tell anyone.  Not your parents, not Jonas and Julie. If anyone ever finds out…’ 

From the way Connor trailed off, I think the deal between Katie’s family and the eldritch was perhaps …… I think this 

because …… 
 

 

 

 

 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
vague vivid liability brute anticipation Midsummer resigned tampering trailed off* 

uncertain clear, 
powerful 
or bright 

a person or thing 
whose behaviour or 
presence is likely to 

put others at a 
disadvantage 

a violent 
person or 

animal 

expecting or 
waiting eagerly 
for something 

the middle part 
of summer 

having accepted 
something 

unpleasant that 
you cannot do 
anything about 

messing 
with 

his voice became 
quieter and he 

hesitated until he 
stopped speaking 

completely 
 

 

 

Optional linked writing task: Pretend you are Arlo back at home following the Rangers’ Knot competition.  Write a diary entry 
explaining your concern and confusion about everything you learnt and experienced at Rangers that evening.  
 

You might want to start your diary like this: 
 
Dear diary, 
 
 

Following the strange goings-on in the woods earlier, I didn’t think this day could get any stranger; boy was I wrong! Whilst I was 
at Rangers, the most peculiar thing happened! 
 

Challenge: Can you get across to the reader in your diary entry just how worried Arlo is about the question ‘Why me?’? 

 



 
  

Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 17 and 18 

 

Chapter 17: 9.45 A.M. and Chapter 18: Knots example answers: 

 

1. Why do you think Arlo decided to tell Indra and Wu everything that had happened when he got to school? 

I think Arlo decided to tell Indra and Wu everything because he trusted them as friends and felt he needed to share what 

had happened with others, as it was perhaps looking more and more like he was in danger.  Maybe this would have 

made him feel less alone or scared.  Also, every other time he has shared with them, they have known important 

information that has helped him.  Perhaps he thought that they would be able to explain more about it all this time too. 
 

2. What did Arlo decide to do (without talking the decision through with Indra or Wu) at the end of Chapter 17: 9.45 A.M.? 

At the end of the chapter, Arlo decided to tell Connor that he had seen his cousin, Katie (Rielle). 
 

3. How many Rangers’ knots were there, and how many did Arlo know? 

There were 10 knots and Arlo knew 8 of them. 
 

4. How might Connor’s reaction to the news about his cousin support (back up) Uncle Wade’s theory about how the 

Cunningham family got their money? 

I think Connor’s reaction might support Uncle Wade’s theory that the Cunningham family got their money from dealings 

with the eldritch because it tells us that his family definitely did have links with the magical folk.  His family did do some 

kind of deal with them, too, to allow the eldritch to keep Katie.  The eldritch might have paid them in gold as part of this 

deal, backing up Uncle Wade’s idea about where their money came from. 
 

5. What impression do you get of the deal between Katie’s family and the eldritch by the way Connor ‘trailed off’ as he 

said: ‘That’s why you can’t tell anyone.  Not your parents, not Jonas and Julie. If anyone ever finds out…’ 

From the way Connor trailed off, I think the deal between Katie’s family and the eldritch was perhaps a very serious, 

secret and magical one that could never be broken without terrible consequences.  If it was broken, perhaps something 

terrible would happen (like someone perhaps getting hurt or being taken away). I think this because Connor refused to 

finish the sentences explaining what would happen, giving the impression that the consequences must have been 

something too awful to think about or say out loud. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 19 and 20 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

  
 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 18’ and ‘Chapter 19’ (which are actually Chapters 19 and 20 of the book, Chapter 19: Two Dinners and 

a Snack and Chapter 20: The Compass. Together, they are approximately 39 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. Who were the two dinner guests in Arlo’s house in Chapter 19: Two Dinners and a Snack? 

The two dinner guests in this chapter were…… and …… 
 

2. Why do you think Uncle Wade and Mitch looked at each other in such a peculiar way?  Use what you already know from 

the book to help you explain your answer. 

I think Uncle Wade and Mitch looked at each other in such a peculiar way because …… 

I think this because …… 
 

3. In Chapter 20: The Compass, Arlo almost gave up practising with the compass.  What made him decide to carry on trying? 

Arlo decided to carry on practising because …… 
 

4. Use what you know from the book to predict what you think might have been happening to the compass when it started 

vibrating unusually in Arlo’s hand. 

I think the compass might have started vibrating unusually in Arlo’s hand because …… 
 

5. What is your opinion of Arlo’s actions and choices from the moment he saw the horse to the end of Chapter 20: The 

Compass?  Do you think he made some good decisions, or some bad ones? 

I think that Arlo made some …… decisions. For example, …… . I think this is a …… decision because ….. 
 

 

 

 

 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
vigilant bookkeeping tedious transitioning imperceptible invigorated guttural futilely 

keeping careful 
watch for possible 

dangers or 
difficulties 

the activity of 
keeping records 
of the finances 
for a business 

boring going through a 
time of change 

so small or slight  
that it could go 

unnoticed 

given strength, 
energy and a 

feeling of being 
alive 

a harsh sound 
coming from the 

back of the throat 

having no 
useful result; 
not successful 

 

 

 

Optional linked writing task: Write a detailed description of how you imagine the supernatural horse to look. Drawing a picture 
of it before you start, and listening again to any descriptive language used in the book (at 9 minutes 20 seconds), will help you. 
 

You may want to split your description into the following paragraphs: 
 

1. Its body 
2. Its face (with its glowing red eyes and flames curling out of its nostrils)  
3. The way it moved 

 

If you can’t find some evidence in the book, you can use your imagination to make the horse sound even more scary and 
intimidating! 
 

Challenge: Can you include similes and metaphors in your description to make the reader feel more scared of the horse? 

 



 
  

Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 19 and 20 

 

Chapter 19: Two Dinners and a Snack and Chapter 20: The Compass example answers: 

 

1. Who were the two dinner guests in Arlo’s house in Chapter 19: Two Dinners and a Snack? 

The two dinner guests in this chapter were Benjy (Jaycee’s boyfriend) and Mitch (an old school friend of Arlo’s mum). 
 

2. Why do you think Uncle Wade and Mitch looked at each other in such a peculiar way?  Use what you already know from 

the book to help you explain your answer. For example: 

I think Uncle Wade and Mitch looked at each other in such a peculiar way because they both knew something that 

should be kept secret. Maybe they went to Rangers together when they were at school and there had indeed been a 

fourth Patrol called ‘Yellow Patrol’.  Perhaps Uncle Wade had been part of this patrol, and had done something 

dangerous that meant they had to close the Yellow Patrol and just have Red, Blue and Green, as it was too horrible to 

even allow people to remember. 
 

I think this because Mitch and Uncle Wade were about the same age and knew each other when they were younger. We 

also know that Uncle Wade had a yellow neckerchief, so was probably in Yellow Patrol (as the Rangers wore the colour 

of their Patrol round their neck). We know that Uncle Wade was a naughty child and often broke the rules (even when he 

was an adult).  This is what makes me think he was perhaps involved in whatever happened. 

As there are many mysterious and magical things in this book, I think whatever happened was probably linked to the 

eldritch. 
 

3. In Chapter 20: The Compass, Arlo almost gave up practising with the compass.  What made him decide to carry on 

trying? 

Arlo decided to carry on practising because he remembered scenes in films (‘movies’) where the hero had to keep trying 

and failing hundreds of times until they finally got it. 
 

4. Use what you know from the book to predict what you think might have been happening to the compass when it started 

vibrating unusually in Arlo’s hand.   For example: 

I think the compass might have started vibrating unusually in Arlo’s hand because it had some magic in it, and it sensed 

that there was a magical creature nearby.  It perhaps started trying to point Arlo towards the place where the 

supernatural horse was in the forest, or where Cooper was.  

Another possible prediction for what happened is that the compass was trying to show Arlo the way he needed to go to 

pass through the Long Woods to The Realm, as we know the old woman wanted him to go there.  Maybe she was a 

witch and was hexing the compass. 
 

5. What is your opinion of Arlo’s actions and choices from the moment he saw the horse to the end of Chapter 20: The 

Compass?  Do you think he made some good decisions, or some bad ones?  For example: 

I think that Arlo made some good decisions. For example, he ran to go indoors into his house, and didn’t think the horse 

would be able to crash through the wall. I think this was a good decision at the time because hiding and getting 

undercover might have persuaded the horse that he couldn’t get to Arlo after all- or might have meant that the horse did 

not know where Arlo was- even though this didn’t really work out the way Arlo had planned it.  I also think he made a 

good decision to get out of his window using the knots he had learnt at Rangers (as it was a safe way to do this) and to 

try to get to the workshop, because if he had stayed in the bedroom he would have been killed.  If he could get to Uncle 

Wade he might be able to get some help to defeat the horse. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 21, 22 and 23 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

  
 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 20’, ‘Chapter 21’ and ‘Chapter 22’ (which are actually Chapters 21, 22 and 23 of the book, Chapter 21: 

The Workshop, Chapter 22: Repairs and Chapter 23: The Bonfire. Together, they are approximately 34 minutes long) and answer 

the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
/ 

1. Do you think that ‘the scary dark terror shed’ was a good name to give Uncle Wade’s workshop in Chapter 21: The 

Workshop?  Why/why not? 

I think this …… a good name for the workshop, because …… 
 

2. Arlo tried to get Uncle Wade’s attention when he entered the workshop.  Why couldn’t Uncle Wade hear him? 

Uncle Wade couldn’t hear him because …… 
 

3. It could be said that ‘Night Mare’ was a very clever name for the horse.  Can you explain why this might be? 

It could be said that ‘Night Mare’ was a clever name for the horse, because …… 
 

4. In Chapter 23: The Bonfire, we hear that Arlo was prepared for an attack.  In what ways had he been preparing?  List as 

many as you can find. 

Arlo had been preparing for an attack by: 

1. …… 
2. …… 
3. …… 
4. …… 

 

5. Summarise (explain in a few sentences) what strange events happened at the bonfire. 

During the bonfire, …… 
 

 

 

 

 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
misconception sanctuary sceptical dismissive abjure dispelled defiant elemental carabiner* 

an incorrect view 
based on a  

misunderstanding 

a safe place not 
convinced  

pushing the 
idea away 

to give up 
or to 

banish 
something 

To make 
something 
disappear 

showing a 
will to 

challenge, 
resist and 

fight  

something that 
involves magic 

and the 
elements 

(earth, wind, 
fire and water)  

a metal clip often 
used in rock 

climbing  

 

 

 

Optional linked writing task: In this book we hear the names of some interesting-sounding supernatural beasts that don’t sound like much 
fun! We meet the Night Mare in these chapters, and have already heard about the Shadow Snakes and Ear Spiders recently too.  We also hear 
the names of other creatures that sound less terrifying, such as the Faerie Beetle.  Can you come up with 10 brand new names for eldritch 
(magical) creatures, 5 that sound terrifying and 5 that sound much more friendly and magical? 
 

Some examples include: The Bone Cruncher, The Whispering Wolf, The Singing Swallow 

Challenge: Can you use alliteration in some of your names (where the first letter of each word is the same, as underlined in the 
2 of the examples above)? 

 



 
  

Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 21, 22 and 23 

 

Chapter 21: The Workshop, Chapter 22: Repairs and Chapter 23: The Bonfire example answers: 

 

1. Do you think that ‘the scary dark terror shed’ was a good name to give Uncle Wade’s workshop in Chapter 21: The 

Workshop?  Why/why not? 

I think this was a good name for the workshop, because it sounds like there were some truly terrifying-looking items in 

the shed, such as many rusty blades hanging from the walls and staring doll faces and doll body parts separated from 

each other.  We hear that there was only a ‘dim light’, so it would indeed have been dark in there. We get the impression 

that it was a place for storing items, rather than being a ‘workshop’, as Arlo explained that there was no workshop 

system or stages of an assembly line.  In this way, ‘shed’ is perhaps a better word to use than ‘workshop’. 

 

2. Arlo tried to get Uncle Wade’s attention when he entered the workshop.  Why couldn’t Uncle Wade hear him? 

Uncle Wade couldn’t hear him because he had his music on too loud in his headphones. 

 

3. It could be said that ‘Night Mare’ was a very clever name for the horse.  Can you explain why this might be? 

It could be said that ‘Night Mare’ was a clever name for the horse, because it has a double meaning. The first meaning is 

the word ‘nightmare’, the bad or scary dream a person can have. This creature and the way it followed, attacked and 

tried to kill Arlo sounds to me like the sort of creature that a person might create in a really bad dream! The second 

meaning uses the word ‘Mare’, which is the name for an adult female horse.  This horse is an inky black colour like the 

sky at night time, so the name ‘Night Mare’ seems appropriate in this way too. 

 

4. In Chapter 23: The Bonfire, we hear that Arlo was prepared for an attack.  In what ways had he been preparing?  List as 

many as you can find. 

Arlo had been preparing for an attack by: 

1. Making a list of sixteen creatures in Culman’s Bestiary book that could be dispelled with salt  
2. He always carried some salt in his pocket 
3. He had attached a carabiner* to his escape rope 
4. He had started doing push ups every night in case he had to have a hand-to-hand struggle 

 

5. Summarise (explain in a few sentences) what strange events happened at the bonfire. 

During the bonfire, the fire got out of control and the ‘firecraefters’ were struggling to control it.  A dragon appeared in 

the fire and, as Arlo realised this, everyone disappeared and Rielle was standing next to him.  She told him that the 

dragon was alive, had been sleeping and that it had made the place they were in.  Then Rielle disappeared and Arlo was 

back with everyone at the Rangers’ bonfire. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 24 and 25 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

  
 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 23’ and ‘Chapter 24’ (which are actually Chapters 24 and 25 of the book, Chapter 24: The Sprint and 

Chapter 25: Knaughts. Together, they are approximately 23 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
/ 

1. Who won the sled race at the beginning of Chapter 24: The Sprint? 

At the beginning of the chapter, …… won the sled race. 
 

2. At the end of the race, we are told that Arlo ‘wiped his eyes.  It was sweat, not tears.  He was pretty sure.’  Why do you 

think the author added ‘he was pretty sure’ here? 

I think the author added ‘he was pretty sure’ to the end of this sentence because …… 
 

3. At the beginning of Chapter 25: Knaughts we hear that the competition tested the patrols on six fundamental skills.  What 

were they? 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

 

4. What is a ‘knaught’? 

A ‘knaught’ is a ……. 
 

5. Did you believe Indra meant it when she said that it was actually really helpful that she had ‘messed up’? Why/why not? 

I …… believe Indra meant what she said, because …… 
 

6. How does Arlo’s accidental creation of the ‘knaught’ back up and support the idea from earlier in the book that he did not 

belong in this world?  

 

Arlo creating the knaught by accident backs up the idea that he did not belong in this world because ……  

 

 

 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
totem pole kindling acronym flawless with gusto disassemble persistence fatigue 

a long wooden pole 
with symbols and 

pictures carved and 
painted on it 

small pieces of dry 
wood and other 

materials that you use 
to start a fire 

a word whose letters are the 
first letters of other words  

(often used to help 
remember important 

information) 

perfect with 
enthusiasm 

take apart sticking with 
something 

through hard 
work 

extreme 
tiredness 

 

Optional linked writing task: Imagine you are a sports commentator speaking on the radio and reporting on the Alpine Derby. 
Imagine you are giving an update on how the Blue Patrol has got on so far. 
 

You might want to start with: 
Hello and thank you for joining us on Alpine Radio today. Well, it has been an eventful start here this morning at the forty-ninth 
annual Alpine Derby, and I must say we have seen some tough competition so far. However, there is one particular patrol that 
we have seen this morning that I think has taken us all by surprise! The Blue Patrol of the Pine Mountain Rangers, who came in 
second to last place only a year ago. What a treat to watch how far they have come! They began strong in the sled race and …  

Challenge: Can you include the words ‘flawless’ and ‘persistence’ in your update? 

 



 
  

Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 24 and 25 

 

Chapter 24: The Sprint and Chapter 25: Knaughts example answers: 

 

1. Who won the sled race at the beginning of Chapter 24: The Sprint? 

At the beginning of the chapter, the Red patrol won the sled race. 
 

2. At the end of the race, we are told that Arlo ‘wiped his eyes.  It was sweat, not tears.  He was pretty sure.’  Why do you 

think the author added ‘he was pretty sure’ here? 

I think the author added ‘he was pretty sure’ to the end of this sentence because it makes the reader wonder whether it 

definitely was.  It shows the reader that Arlo was feeling upset enough that it crossed his mind he might have been 

crying. 
 

3. At the beginning of Chapter 25: Knaughts we hear that the competition tested the patrols on six fundamental skills.  

What were they? 

1. Signals 
2. Knots 
3. Rescue 
4. Identification 
5. Fire 
6. Teamwork 

 

4. What is a ‘knaught’? 

A ‘knaught’ is a knot you can’t tie. 
 

5. Did you believe Indra meant it when she said that it was actually really helpful that she had ‘messed up’? Why/why not? 

For example: I do not believe Indra meant what she said, because her actions and body language in different places in 

the chapter gave away just how upset she was by it. For example, we learnt that ‘her smile faded’ quickly when no one 

was looking at her and that she barely finished her lunch.  I also think that she was trying too hard to tell Arlo she was 

fine.  People often do that when they are not okay but want to pretend they are. 
 

6. How does Arlo’s accidental creation of the ‘knaught’ back up and support the idea from earlier in the book that he did 

not belong in this world?  

 

Arlo creating the knaught by accident backs up the idea that he did not belong in this world because it is a knot that is 

impossible to tie without some form of magic, so there must have been some level of magic in him to have been able to 

produce it.  The knot seemed magical, as his finger disappeared when he put it through the knot and it produced some 

light when he was trying to undo it.  We have been given many examples so far of Arlo finding himself with magical 

powers that others don’t have, for example being able to see mystical creatures and being transported into places where 

he could see Rielle and hear whispering voices. It would seem to me that both the knaught and Arlo display unusual 

characteristics of another world, backing up the idea that Arlo belonged somewhere else. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 26 and 27 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

  
 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 25’ and ‘Chapter 26’ (which are actually Chapters 26 and 27 of the book, Chapter 26: 134 Degrees and 

Chapter 27: The Valley of Fire. Together, they are approximately 19 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
/ 

1. Thinking about these two chapters together, can you explain in your own words how the Patrol ended up in the Long 

Woods? 

A number of events led to the Patrol ending up in the Long Woods.  Firstly, …… 
 

2. Who do you think the lady that guided them away from the bear was?  Why do you think this? 

I think the lady might have been …… because …… 
 

3. In Chapter 27: The Valley of Fire, what similarities do we see between this trip to the Long Woods and Connor and Katie’s 

trip to the Long Woods years ago? 

On both trips to the Long Woods, Connor …… 
 

4. When Julie found out that whoever brought them to the Long Woods was only after Arlo she said, ‘If it’s him they’re 

after, maybe they’ll let us go’.  We hear that as she said this ‘she deliberately didn’t make eye contact with Arlo’.  Why do 

you think she didn’t want to look at Arlo as she said this?  

I think Julie deliberately didn’t make eye contact with Arlo when she said this because …… 
 

5. What did Connor say was the first rule of exploring?  What do you think this rule meant? 

Connor said that the first rule of exploring was …… 

I think this meant …… 
 

6. What do you predict Arlo and Indra will find when they go to the stone house?  Why? 

I predict they will find ……  because …… 
 
 

 

 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
merged envision lumbered antagonise equilibrium illusion askew bargaining chip 

coming 
together, or 

combining, to 
form a single 

item 

imagine as a 
future 

possibility, 
visualise 

moved in a 
slow, heavy, 

awkward way 

cause 
something to 
become angry 

or hostile 

a state of 
physical 
balance 

something that 
looks real but is a 
trick or deception 

not in a 
straight or 

level position 

Something that can be 
used in negotiations 
to your advantage  

 

 

Optional linked writing task: Draw yourself a giant thought bubble on a piece of paper, like the picture below. Imagine you are Wu as he was 
coming back to join the Patrol after popping into the woods to quickly relieve himself. Inside the bubble, write what you would be thinking. 

You might want to start like this:  
I feel much better now. I‘ll just let the others know that we need to go to… wait… what? Why are they all staring at 
my finger like that?  Oh… 
  

Challenge: In the next sentence, can you make the reader feel the same panic that Wu must have been feeling? How could you use different 
types of punctuation to help create this panic? Think about how any of the following might help you here:   - ; : ! ?! ()  

 



 
  

Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 26 and 27 

 

Chapter 26: 134 Degrees and Chapter 27: The Valley of Fire example answers: 

 

1. Thinking about these two chapters together, can you explain in your own words how the Patrol ended up in the Long 

Woods? 

A number of events led to the Patrol ending up in the Long Woods.  Firstly, Wu realised he needed the toilet, so went into 

the woods quickly to relieve himself.  Whilst he was there, the others saw a grizzly bear.  It appeared disinterested in 

them, until Wu came back out and shouted.  As it grew angrier, the Patrol ran. The bear was catching up with them, but 

then a lady appeared wearing a Warden’s uniform. She held both hands out to the side and created a blizzard, putting 

the Patrol at the centre of it to protect them.  She led them to a place where there was no snow and the Patrol lost her. 

She had led them to the Long Woods. 
 

2. Who do you think the lady that guided them away from the bear was?  Why do you think this? For example: 

I think the lady might have been a mystical eldrich spirit or witch who knew the old woman that wanted Arlo to come to 

the Long Woods (or she might have been the old woman herself, changing her appearance to get them to follow her).  I 

think this because she clearly had magical powers to be able to control the snow to turn it into a blizzard.  She also 

looked too young to be a parent of a Ranger, so I do not think she was a Warden as she was pretending to be.  We know 

the old woman wanted Arlo to come to the Long Woods, and this person led them straight to it. 
 

3. In Chapter 27: The Valley of Fire, what similarities do we see between this trip to the Long Woods and Connor and 

Katie’s trip to the Long Woods years ago? 

On both trips to the Long Woods, Connor saw the stone house and recognised the slope covered with large boulders. On 

both trips, someone decided that visiting the stone house would be the best idea. 
 

4. When Julie found out that whoever brought them to the Long Woods was only after Arlo she said, ‘If it’s him they’re 
after, maybe they’ll let us go’.  We hear that as she said this ‘she deliberately didn’t make eye contact with Arlo’.  Why 
do you think she didn’t want to look at Arlo as she said this?  
I think Julie deliberately didn’t make eye contact with Arlo when she said this because she knew that what she was 
saying was harmful to Arlo and showed that she wasn’t interested in saving him if it meant she and her brother could be 
safe.  She was perhaps embarrassed by this, as she knew it was unkind, so didn’t want to see Arlo’s hurt reaction by 
looking at him as it would make her feel bad. 

 

5. What did Connor say was the first rule of exploring?  What do you think this rule meant? 

Connor said that the first rule of exploring was ‘you never split the party’. 

I think this meant that everyone needed to stay together, and no one was allowed to go off on their own or leave the 

group as it might mean they were never seen again. 
 

6. What do you predict Arlo and Indra will find when they go to the stone house?  Why? For example: 

I predict they will find the old woman (who I think might be an eldritch witch) because we know someone brought Arlo 

here on purpose and we know from earlier in the book that she wanted him to come.  We also know that Katie (Rielle) 

went into that house and was asked to stay by whoever was inside. It might have been the old woman who asked her to 

stay. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 28 and 29 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

  
 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 27’ and ‘Chapter 28’ (which are actually Chapters 28 and 29 of the book, Chapter 28: The Hut and 

Chapter 29: Tooble. Together, they are approximately 32 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
/ 

1. How was life inside the slipknaught different for Arlo and Indra to life outside the slipknaught? 

Inside the slipknaught, a number of things were different to outside the slipknaught for Arlo and Indra. These included  …… 
 

2. What do you think the wisps’ behaviour in the hut taught us about the hag and her intentions? 

I think the wisps’ behaviour taught us that the hag ……. 
 

3. Why do you think the hag kept saying the word ‘Tooble’?  Use evidence from the book to explain your answer. 

I think the hag kept saying ‘Tooble’ because …… 

I think this because …… 
 

4. In Chapter 29: Tooble, the hag made the ground shake to force the stones piled in the ‘ward’ around Connor, Wu, Jonas 

and Julie to fall down. Can you explain why this meant they needed to run? 

The ward stones falling meant that they needed to run because …… 
 

5. What do you think happened to the orange three-eyed lizard? Use evidence from the chapter to explain your answer. 

I think the three-eyed lizard was ……  

I think this because …… 
 

6. What was the hag turned into at the end of Chapter 29: Tooble? 

The hag was turned into…… 
 
 

 

 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
intangible futilely iridescent roiling tremors dense crevice desiccated 

not able to be 
touched 

having no 
useful result 

showing bright 
colours that seem to 
change when seen 

from different 
angles 

made muddy by 
being disturbed  

movement in 
the ground- a 

slight 
earthquake 

thick (having parts 
that are so close 
together that it is 

difficult to go or see 
through) 

a narrow 
opening in a 
rock or wall 

dried out (all the 
moisture 
removed) 

 

 

Optional linked writing task: We know from earlier chapters that one day when she was older Indra wanted to be famous and write a memoir 
(a book about her life). Imagine you are Indra later in life, writing this memoir.  Write a description in role as Indra explaining what it was like 
going into the slipknaught with Arlo. Use your answer to question one to help you. 
 

You might want to start like this:  
 

I have seen and felt some strange things in my life, but I must admit stepping through that slipknaught with my friend Arlo was 
one of the most peculiar sensations I have ever experienced.  At first it felt normal, but then we started to notice that …… 

 

Challenge: Can you include the word ‘intangible’ in your memoir extract?  

 



 
  

Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 28 and 29 

 

Chapter 28: The Hut and Chapter 29: Tooble example answers: 

 

1. How was life inside the slipknaught different for Arlo and Indra to life outside the slipknaught? 

Inside the slipknaught, a number of things were different to outside the slipknaught for Arlo and Indra.  These included 

being invisible to their friends, not being able to hear (or be heard by) anyone in the normal world, feeling a bit like being 

underwater and feeling that the air was somehow thinner.  Inside the slipknaught, the light seemed to bend so that it 

shimmered, their hands sparkled as if they had been dipped in glitter and they couldn’t pick up or touch any object 

around them.  Instead, their hands just moved through those objects. 
 

2. What do you think the wisps’ behaviour in the hut taught us about the hag and her intentions? 

I think the wisps’ behaviour taught us that the hag wanted to kill Arlo and was so keen to do so that she had trained her 

wisps to hunt his scent like bloodhounds.  I think this shows that her intentions were to seriously hurt or kill him. 
 

3. Why do you think the hag kept saying the word ‘Tooble’?  Use evidence from the book to explain your answer. 

For example: I think the hag kept saying ‘Tooble’ because that was perhaps his ‘Realm’ name. 

I think this because earlier in the book we learnt that Katie was actually called ‘Rielle’ in The Realm, so we know that 

people had other-worldly names when they passed through to The Realm.  I also think this might be the case as she only 

said the word when she was looking at, or talking to, Arlo (like she was calling his name). 
 

4. In Chapter 29: Tooble, the hag made the ground shake to force the stones piled in the ‘ward’ around Connor, Wu, Jonas 

and Julie to fall down. Can you explain why this meant they needed to run? 

The ward stones falling meant that they needed to run because the ward acted as a surrounding protection and the hag 
could not get to the children when they were surrounded by them.  As soon as the ward stones fell, there was no longer 
any protection over them, and so the hag could have really harmed them if they had not moved away very quickly to 
escape and hide. 

 

5. What do you think happened to the orange three-eyed lizard? Use evidence from the chapter to explain your answer. 

I think the three-eyed lizard was eaten by the hag. 

I think this because she snatched it with her claw and then Arlo heard crunching bones (teeth make a crunching sound as 

they chew) followed by a slurp (a noise often made when people are eating or drinking).  
 

6. What was the hag turned into at the end of Chapter 29: Tooble? 

The hag was turned into wood. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 30 and 31 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

  
 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 29’ and ‘Chapter 30’ (which are actually Chapters 30 and 31 of the book, Chapter 30: The Way Back 

and Chapter 31: The Finish Line. Together, they are approximately 20 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. At the beginning of Chapter 30: The Way Back, Blue Patrol started arguing.  The argument ended when Wu explained why 

they needed to listen to Arlo.  What reasons did he give them for this?  

Wu explained that they needed to listen to Arlo because …… 
 

2. How did Blue Patrol get back to the normal world? 

The Blue Patrol got back to the normal world by ……. 
 

3. Who did the KC necklace mentioned in Chapter 31: The Finish Line belong to and how do you think they would feel about 

getting it back? 

The KC necklace belonged to …… 

If they got it back, I think they would feel …… because …… 
 

4. Explain in your own words why you think Blue and Green Patrols came in the top 3 places, but Red Patrol didn’t. 

I think Blue and Green Patrols came in the top 3 places because …… 
I think Red Patrol didn’t come in the top 3 because …… 

 

5. How do you think Russell Stokes felt at the award-giving ceremony?  Use evidence from the story to help you answer. 

I think Russell Stokes felt …… because …… 
 
 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
indistinguishable aghast virtues eternal embroidered priceless artefact sigil tarnished 

not able to be 
identified 

filled with 
horror or 

shock 

behaviour 
showing high 

moral 
standards 

lasting or 
existing 
forever 

decorated 
with patterns 
sewn on with 

thread 

priceless: so precious that its 
value cannot be decided 

artefact: an object made by a 
human being, usually one of 
cultural or historical interest 

a symbol which is 
considered to 
have magical 

powers 

lost its shine, 
stained, spoilt 

or tainted 

 

 

Optional linked writing task: Imagine you are in charge of the Alpine Derby event. It is your job to write the rule book for the 
competition. You have been asked to write a paragraph explaining how a team would be awarded a full 10 points for ‘Spirit’.  Use 
what you learnt from these chapters to write this section of the rule book. 

You might want to start like this:  
 

Spirit: What is it and how do you achieve 10 points for it? 
 

As part of the competition, a team can achieve up to 10 points for ‘Spirit’, but what exactly does this term mean?  In the Ranger 
world, spirit refers to …… 
A team can earn up to 10 points for spirit by …… 
 

Challenge: Can you include the word ‘virtue’ in your paragraph?  

 



 
  

Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 30 and 31 

 

Chapter 30: The Way Back and Chapter 31: The Finish Line example answers: 

 

1. At the beginning of Chapter 30: The Way Back, Blue Patrol started arguing.  The argument ended when Wu explained 

why they needed to listen to Arlo.  What reasons did he give them for this?  

Wu explained that they needed to listen to Arlo because Arlo could do magical things that nobody else could, like he did 

with the rope and the snaplight. As nobody else could do what Arlo could, they needed to listen to him when he said he 

could get them home. 
 

2. How did Blue Patrol get back to the normal world? 

The Blue Patrol got back to the normal world by following Arlo as he used the magical buzzing from the spinning 

compass to guide their path.  They walked down twisting pathways, past clifftops and crossed a bridge made of solid ice 

until the compass stopped spinning. 
 

3. Who did the KC necklace mentioned in Chapter 31: The Finish Line belong to and how do you think they would feel 

about getting it back? 

The KC necklace belonged to Katie Cunningham. 

If she got it back I think she would feel quite frustrated because she had made it very clear that Katie Cunningham was 

never her real name, Rielle was. 
 

4. Explain in your own words why you think Blue and Green Patrols came in the top 3 places, but Red Patrol didn’t. 

I think Blue and Green Patrols came in the top 3 places because they were very good at working together as teams.  
Green team showed that they worked really well together, for example in the way they learnt such a complicated cheer 
which needed them all to work together to make it sound and look great.  Blue Patrol all brought their skills, loyalty, 
bravery, kindness and truth into their problem-solving and always worked together to help each other.  These virtues and 
skills were rewarded in the Alpine Derby (especially through the 10 points that could be awarded for ‘Spirit’ or ‘rooting 
for Good’, as the book tells us). 
I think Red Patrol didn’t come in the top 3 because they weren’t very good at working as a team and supporting each 
other, shown by the way in which Russell Stokes only clapped half-heartedly for those in his Company doing well. 

 

5. How do you think Russell Stokes felt at the award-giving ceremony? Use evidence from the story to help you answer. 

I think Russell Stokes felt jealous and unhappy because he spent most of the book mocking the Blue Patrol for being 

weaker than him and then they beat his patrol.  We know that he really liked being the best and he only clapped 

‘halfheartedly’ when the other patrols won their awards. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 32 and 33 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

  
 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of ‘Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire’ written by John August and read by James 
Patrick Cronin. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to Audible’s ‘Chapter 31’ (which are actually Chapters 32 and 33 of the book, Chapter 32: Court of Honour and Chapter 33: A 

Visitor. Together, they are approximately 24 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  
 

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. Why did Wu’s grandad come to the ‘Court of Honour’ Rangers’ event? 

Wu’s grandad came to the event because …… 
 

2. What special awards did Connor give each of the Blue Patrol at the presentation?  

Arlo won …………, Indra won ……, Wu won ……, Julie won …… and Jonas won …… 
 

3. Compare the concerns Arlo’s mum had about moving back to Pine Mountain with the reality of life there when she finally 

did move back. 

Before Arlo’s mum moved back, she thought ……. 

After Arlo’s mum moved back, she found that …… 
 

4. At the very end of the book, the author described the moon in the sky and used it as a metaphor (a word used to 

represent or describe something else).  What do you think the moon is representing here and why do you think the 

author chose to do this? 

I think the moon represents …… 
I think the author chose to use the moon to represent this because…… 

 

5. Why do you think the author chose to call the man who visited Arlo at the end of the book ‘Fox’?  

I think maybe the author chose the name ‘Fox’ for this man because …… 
 

6. There is a sequel to this book, called ‘Arlo Finch in the Lake of the Moon’.  Think about the end of the book we have just 

read. What impression do you get of how Arlo will cope in future adventures? Why do you think this? 

I get the impression that in the next book Arlo will be …… 

I think this because …… 
 
 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
furnace psychologist sullenly surly fugitive traitor indefatigable sliver bounty 

a very hot fire, 
a place where 
materials can 
be heated to 

very high 
temperatures 

someone 
who studies 
the mind, its 

thoughts, 
feelings and 
behaviours 

in a grumpy 
or sulky 
mood 

bad-
tempered 

and 
unfriendly 

a person who 
has escaped 

or is in hiding 

a person who 
betrays someone 

or something  

a person who 
persists tirelessly 

a small, thin, 
narrow piece 
of something 
cut or split off 
a larger piece 

an amount of 
money paid 
for killing a 

person or an 
animal 

 

Optional linked writing task: We have now finished Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire! We would love to know what you thought of it. Write a 
book review addressing the following questions: 

1. What star rating (out of 5) would you give the book? Why? I would give this book a …. because ………. 
2. What did you like about the book? I enjoyed ……… because ………. 
3. What did you dislike about the book? I did not enjoy ………. because ……… 
4. What questions are you left with at the end of it? I am left wondering the question ‘………’ 
5. Did the story remind you of anything else you have read or seen before?  This book reminded me of ………. 
6. Who would you recommend this book to and why (e.g a person, an age group)? I would recommend the book to… because... 

 



 
  

Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire: Chapters 32 and 33 

 

Chapter 32: Court of Honour and Chapter 33: A Visitor example answers: 

 

1. Why did Wu’s grandad come to the ‘Court of Honour’ Rangers’ event? 

Wu’s grandad came to the event because he thought Wu and his friends were going to take him for a ride in the sled 

again. 
 

2. What special awards did Connor give each of the Blue Patrol at the presentation?  

Arlo won the special prize for Heroism and General Bravery, Indra won the award for Most Indefatigable, Wu won the 

award for Most Optimistic, Julie won the Most In Sync Award and Jonas shared this award with his sister. 
 

3. Compare the concerns Arlo’s mum had about moving back to Pine Mountain with the reality of life there when she 

finally did move back. 

Before Arlo’s mum moved back, she thought that Pine Mountain was the last place she would ever go back to and she 

had a fear of it (as if something was buried there). 

After Arlo’s mum moved back, she found that it was ‘amazing’ and she was happier than she had been in a long time.  
 

4. At the very end of the book, the author described the moon in the sky and used it as a metaphor (a word used to 

represent or describe something else).  What do you think the moon is representing here and why do you think the 

author chose to do this? 

I think the moon represents the way the dimensions of the normal world and the magical world fit together, with the 
part of the moon Arlo could see clearly being the normal world and the dark, shadowed side being the magical world 
that he knew was there but couldn’t always see. 
I think the author chose to use the moon to represent this because we know that the moon is a sphere, but at times 
during the month we see it differently and it does look as if one side of it is hidden.  This is maybe how the author wants 
us to think of the dimensions of the normal world and the magical world.  He is perhaps reminding us that the magical 
world is still there, even though it seemed as if everything had ended well and Arlo was safe again in the normal world- 
‘they were simply sideways to each other, forever spinning through the darkness’.  I also think the author chose to use 
the moon here because the image of the bright moon and the ‘sea of stars’ against the dark sky gives this point of the 
book an air of mystery and magic, so that when the visitor arrived we immediately felt he was perhaps not from the 
normal world at all. 

 

5. Why do you think the author chose to call the man who visited Arlo at the end of the book ‘Fox’?  

I think maybe the author chose the name ‘Fox’ for this man because it told the reader straight away that he was not 

from this world (and gave the reader a possible hint as to what his true form was). I also think the author cleverly chose 

this name because Arlo had just become a Squirrel at Rangers, and foxes hunt squirrels. I think the reader is meant to 

feel that Arlo was in danger and this man was not a friend, as he was perhaps hunting Arlo. I predict he will be a 

character chasing Arlo in the book’s sequel ‘Arlo Finch in the Lake of the Moon’ too. 

 

6. There is a sequel to this book called ‘Arlo Finch in the Lake of the Moon’.  Think about the end of the book we have just 

read.  What impression do you get of how Arlo will cope in future adventures? Why do you think this? 

I get the impression that in the next book Arlo will be a lot braver than he was for a great deal of this book.  He began 

this book feeling afraid of danger, and he ended this book being given an award for his bravery. I think he will be brave 

from the start, and will believe in his own abilities more. 

I think this because at the very end of the book, when Arlo’s mum asked him, ‘You ready?’ we are told that ‘Arlo nodded. 

He was’. I think that nod was not referring to the idea of going home, but rather the idea that Arlo knew he was perhaps 

still in some danger (as Fox had just told him as much) but that he was going to face that danger confidently and with 

bravery. He was ready. 
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