
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Just So Stories 3: The Sing-Song of Old Man Kangaroo 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

  

You can read along with the story by 
following this QR code:   

 
 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of Rudyard Kipling’s short story ‘The Sing-Song of Old Man Kangaroo’, from his 

popular book of fables called ‘Just So Stories’. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to the story all the way through (approximately 8 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. Compare how the Kangaroo looked at the beginning and at the end of this story. 

At the beginning of the story, Kangaroo had …….. 

At the end of the story, Kangaroo had …….. 
 

2. What other animals did the Dingo say the Kangaroo looked like? 

The Dingo said the Kangaroo looked like …….. 
 

3. List 3 places that the Kangaroo ran through to try to get away from the Dingo. 

1. …….. 

2. …….. 

3. …….. 
 

4. Can you summarise (explain in a sentence) why the Kangaroo first started hopping? 

The Kangaroo first started hopping because …….. 
 

5. The author tells us that the Kangaroo ‘hopped like a cricket; like a pea in a saucepan; or a new rubber ball on a nursery 

floor’. These are similes, where the author is comparing the Kangaroo’s hop to something else to tell us more about it. Pick 

one of these similes. What do you think the author is trying to tell us about how the Kangaroo is moving by using it here? 

I think the author uses the simile ……… to tell us that …….. 

I think this because …….. 
 

6. At the end of the story, do you think the Kangaroo was happy about what has happened? Why/Why not?  

At the end of the story I think the Kangaroo felt …….. because …….. 
 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
inordinate spinifex farther Dingo Coal-scuttle Cinders Downs altered 

unusually 
large 

an Australian 
grass 

a greater (bigger) 
distance away 

a dog found 
in Australia 

a metal container 
with a sloping lid 
used to carry coal 
for a fire at home 

a small piece of partly 
burnt coal or wood 

that has stopped 
giving off flames 

low hills covered 
in grass 

changed 

 

Optional linked writing task: Write a short story about how an animal of your choice was turned into another animal by a magician. 
 

You might want to use the following ideas as inspiration for your story: 
 
 

Animals Why it happened  How it happened  

 How a small goldfish was turned into 
a whale. 

 How a lizard was turned into a 
snake. 

 How a cow was turned into an 
elephant. 

 The goldfish wanted to travel the Ocean. 

 The lizard was laughing at other animals 
that spent all day on the ground and in the 
dust.   

 The cow was always complaining about 
being dirty. 

 The magician blew him up like a balloon. 

 The lizard was made to walk a long way and his legs 
grew shorter and shorter until they disappeared. 

 The magician planted beautiful smelling flowers in the 
field next door which the cow wanted to smell 
(stretching his nose into a trunk). 

Challenge: A ‘fable’ is a type of story that teaches the main character an important lesson about life. Can you include one of those in your story? 

 



 

 

  
Just So Stories 3: The Sing-Song of Old Man Kangaroo 

 

The Sing-Song of Old Man Kangaroo example answers: 

1. Compare how the Kangaroo looked at the beginning and at the end of this story. 

At the beginning of the story, Kangaroo had four short legs and he was grey and woolly. 

At the end of the story, Kangaroo had changed shape- he had tucked up his front legs and stuck out his tail for balance. 

 

2. What other animals did the Dingo say the Kangaroo looked like? 

The Dingo said the Kangaroo looked like a cat-rabbit. 

 

3. List 3 places that the Kangaroo ran through to try to get away from the Dingo. 

Any of the following: desert, mountains, salt-pans, reed-beds, blue gums, spinifex, ti-trees, mulga, long grass, short 

grass, Tropics of Capricorn and Cancer, Cinders. 

 

4. Can you explain in a sentence why the Kangaroo first started hopping? 

The Kangaroo first started hopping because he reached the Wollgong River and there wasn’t a ferry (boat) or bridge to 

cross so he had to hop across to run away from the Dingo. 

 

5. The author tells us that the Kangaroo ‘hopped like a cricket; like a pea in a saucepan; or a new rubber ball on a nursery 

floor’. These are similes, where the author is comparing the Kangaroo’s hop to something else to tell us more about it. 

Pick one of these similes. What do you think the author is trying to tell us about the Kangaroo’s hop by using it here?  

I think the author uses the simile ‘like a pea in a saucepan’ to perhaps tell us that he was moving very quickly, that it was 

not a nice feeling for him and that he was eager to keep moving. 

I think this because when peas are boiling in a saucepan they are bobbing up and down quickly (as they are moved by the 

bubbles). A boiling saucepan is also very hot. 

 

6. At the end of the story, do you think the Kangaroo was glad about what had happened? Why/Why not?  

At the end of the story I think the Kangaroo felt unhappy because, for example, he had been chased out of the homes of 

his childhood, he hadn’t been able to have his meals when he normally had them, he had changed shape and he had sore 

legs. 

 
  

 


