
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Just So Stories 2: How the Camel Got His Hump 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

  

You can read along with the story by 
following this QR code:   

 
 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of Rudyard Kipling’s short story ‘How the Camel Got His Hump’, from his popular 

book of fables called ‘Just So Stories’. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to the story all the way through (approximately 6 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. Which 3 animals came to visit the Camel? 

The 3 animals that came to visit the Camel were: 

1.  ……………… 

2. ……………… 

3. ……………… 
 

2. The story tells us that the Camel ‘lived in the middle of a Howling Desert because he did not want to work; and besides he 

was a Howler himself’. What do you think the adjective (describing word) ‘Howling’ tells us about the desert here? Why do 

you think the author uses this word here? 

I think the adjective ‘howling’ tells us that the desert  ……… 

I think the author uses this word here because ……… 
 

3. How do you think you would feel if you were one of the 3 animals who went to visit the Camel? Explain why using evidence 

from the story to help you. 

If I was one of the 3 animals I think I would feel ……… because ……… 
 

4. What evidence is there in the story to suggest the Djinn has magical powers? Give 3 examples: 

1. ……… 

2. ……… 

3. ……… 

 

5. Why did the Djinn decide to give the Camel a hump? 

The Djinn decided to give the Camel a hump because ……… 
 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
Howler idle tamarisk Ox presently Djinn ‘scruciating bit in its mouth yoke on his neck a palaver, an indaba, a 

punchayet, & a pow-
wow 

a mistake lazy a type of 
tree 

a bull now or 
very soon 

a genie short for 
‘excruciating’, 
which means 

extremely 
painfully 

something that 
fits in the horse’s 
mouth and can 
help the rider 
communicate 

with the horse by 
pulling on its reins 

a piece of wood that 
attaches an animal 
to a plough (to turn 
over soil ready for 
planting crops) or 

cart  

Palaver: a long conversation 
Indaba: a council in southern 
Africa 
Punchayet: a council in India 
Pow-wow: a meeting for 
discussion 
All together: a long & 
important conversation 

 

Optional linked writing task: Pretend you are one of the 3 animals. Write a diary entry for the day you went to visit the Camel. 
 

You might want to start with:  
Dear Diary, 
I have had a most frustrating day! It all started when I went to visit that lazy Camel… 
 

 

Challenge: Can you use the ‘idle’ in your diary? 

 



 

 

  
Just So Stories 2: How the Camel Got His Hump 

 

‘How the Camel Got His Hump’ example answers: 

1. Which 3 animals came to visit the Camel? 

The 3 animals that came to visit the Camel were: 

1. The Horse 

2. The Dog 

3. The Ox 
 

 

2. The story tells us that the Camel ‘lived in the middle of a Howling Desert because he did not want to work; and besides 

he was a Howler himself’. What do you think the adjective (describing word) ‘Howling’ tells us about the desert here? 

Why do you think the author uses this word here? 

I think the adjective ‘howling’ tell us that the desert was perhaps a windy and noisy place where there were sandstorms, 

as people often use the word ‘howling’ to describe the sound of the wind (like howling animals),  and a desert is made up 

of sand. 

 I think the author uses this word here because he maybe wants us to think the Camel lives in a place that others would 

not want to live in, so is alone a lot of the time and is quite happy to be lazy and completely by himself. I also think the 

author is playing with words here by repeating ‘Howling’ and ‘Howler’ in this sentence, because ‘Howler’ also means ‘a 

mistake’. He is maybe saying that because the Camel looks very peculiar compared to other animals, with its long legs 

and long neck, we are meant to think he is an odd creature living in a strange place by himself. 
 

 

 

 

3. How do you think you would feel if you were one of the 3 animals who went to visit the Camel? Explain why using 

evidence from the story to help you. For example: 

If I was one of the 3 animals I think I would feel angry because it says that they had to do more work because the Camel 

was too lazy to help. 
 

 

4. What evidence is there in the story to suggest the Djinn has magical powers? Give 3 examples: 

1. It says he travelled by rolling in a cloud of dust (because it is Magic). 

2. It says ‘he began to think a Great Magic’. 

3. He said ‘Bubbles, I want you to work’ and then a hump appeared on the Camel’s back. 

 

5. Why did the Djinn decide to give the Camel a hump? 

The Djinn decided to give the Camel a hump because he had missed 3 days of work, and with a hump he can work for 3 

days without food (because it is stored inside). He called it a ‘hump’ because the Camel kept saying ‘Humph’ to everyone. 

 
  

 


