
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Just So Stories 1: How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible by 
following this QR code:  

 
 

You can read along with the story by 
following this QR code:   

 
 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of Rudyard Kipling’s short story ‘How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin’, taken from 

his popular book of fables called ‘Just So Stories’. Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 
 

Listen to the story all the way through (approximately 6 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. Where did the Parsee live and what did he live with? 

The Parsee lived ………. 

He lived with ………. 
 

2. What ingredients did the Parsee use to make the cake? 

The Parsee made the cake using ………. 
 

3. What do you think the Parsee meant in this poem?: 

‘Them that takes cakes 

Which the Parsee-man bakes 

Makes dreadful mistakes.’ 

In this poem, I think the Parsee was saying ………. 
 

4. At around 3 minutes 40 seconds, we hear that the Parsee found the skin and ‘smiled one smile that ran all round his face 

two times’. Why do you think he did this? 

I think the Parsee smiled this wide smile because ………. 
 

5. A ‘fable’ is a type of story that teaches the main character something important about life. What lesson do you think the 

Rhinoceros should learn from what happened to him in this story? 

I think the Rhinoceros should learn that ………. 
 

 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
Parsee uninhabited sentimental interior desolate recited presently henceforward 

a member of 
a particular 

Indian people 

nobody lives 
there 

makes people feel 
emotions like 

tenderness, sadness 
or remembering a 

happy time 

inside; inland  an empty, 
lonely place 

retold now or very soon from now on 

 

Optional linked writing task: Imagine you are the Parsee. Write instructions to tell someone how they can teach a naughty 
Rhinoceros a lesson. 
 

You might want to start like this: 
 
Have you ever experienced a rude and ill-mannered Rhinoceros stealing your beautifully-smelling cake? If so, do you want to teach him a lesson 
to make sure he does not do it to anyone else?  To make sure he does not do it again,  follow these simple instructions: 
 

1. Firstly, wait patiently until the pesky Rhinoceros unbuttons his skin, leaves it on the beach and waddles into the sea. 
2. Next, sneak ………. 

 
 

Challenge: Can you extend each instruction to give as much information for the reader as possible?  The more information they get in 
instructions, the more they can understand what they need to do. Think about using conjunctions- joining words- such as until, but, because, so, 
as, when, since, although, unless- to help you here. 

 



 

 

  
Just So Stories 1: How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin 

 

‘How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin’ example answers: 

 

1. Where did the Parsee live and what did he live with? 

The Parsee lived on an uninhabited island on the shores of the Red Sea. 

He lived with his hat, his knife and a cooking stove (the kind that you must particularly never touch). 
 

2. What ingredients did the Parsee use to make the cake? 

The Parsee made the cake using ‘flour and water and currants and plums and sugar and things’. 
 

3. What do you think the Parsee meant in this poem?: 

‘Them that takes cakes 

Which the Parsee-man bakes 

Makes dreadful mistakes.’ 

In this poem, I think the Parsee was saying that anyone who takes one of his cakes would be taught a lesson (he would 

get revenge to teach them not to do it again). 
 

4. At around 3 minutes 40 seconds, we hear that the Parsee found the skin and ‘smiled one smile that ran all round his 

face two times’. Why do you think he does this? 

I think the Parsee smiled this wide smile because he had an idea of how he could get his revenge and teach the 

Rhinoceros not to steal his cakes again. I think this because straight afterwards he started filling the skin with the cake-

crumbs. 
 

5. A ‘fable’ is a type of story that teaches the main character something important about life. What lesson do you think the 

Rhinoceros should learn from what happened in the story? For example: 

I think the Rhinoceros should learn that it is not good to be selfish and steal people’s cakes. It is important to have 

manners and to treat everyone, and their property, with respect. 

 

 
  

 


