
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Anansi Stories 4: Anansi and Turtle go to Dinner 

 

 

You can listen to the story on Audible 
by following this QR code:  

 

 

Scan the QR code above to find the free Audiobook of the Anansi story ‘Anansi and Turtle go to Dinner’, written by Bobby and 

Sherry Norfolk.  
 

The Anansi stories were first told in Ghana and in the Caribbean. They are considered “trickster” folktales because Anansi, the 
spider in the tales, tries to trick other creatures.  These stories were originally part of a tradition where elders (the older 
people in the family) told them to their children to pass down knowledge and moral messages to the younger generations.  In 
this way, you are encouraged to listen along.  Download the Audible App and then you can listen on a phone or tablet. 

 

Listen to the story all the way through (approximately 6 minutes long) and answer the following questions.  

You will find some sentence starters and definitions below to help you: 
 

1. What is the ‘Law of the Jungle’? 

The ‘Law of the Jungle’ is ………. 
 

2. Why do you think Turtle’s hands got so dirty on his walk to Anansi’s house? 

I think Turtle’s hands got so dirty on the walk to Anansi’s house because ………. 

 

3. Do you think Anansi is a good friend? Use evidence from the story to explain your answer. 

I think Anansi is a  ………. friend because ………. 
 

4. What do we learn about the Turtle in this story? Give 3 things and explain your ideas using the story to help you. 

We learn a lot about Turtle in this story, for example: 

1. ………. 

2. ………. 

3. ………. 
 

5. Why do you think the Turtle asked Anansi to take his jacket off underwater? 

I think the Turtle asked Anansi to take his jacket off because ………. 

 

6. The story tells us that Anansi learnt the lesson: ‘What goes around, comes around’. What do you think this means? 

I think this means ………. 
 

Some helpful vocabulary definitions from the chapter to help you: 
yams company un-swept feast jacket gobble 

a potato-like root 
vegetable 

a visiting person it has not been 
cleaned with a brush 

a large meal (usually eaten 
when celebrating 

something) 

A piece of clothing with sleeves that 
reaches to your hips and fastens at 

the front with a zip or buttons 

to eat very 
quickly 

 

Optional linked writing task: Think about the last 4 Anansi stories you have explored. We would love to know what you thought of them! 
Write an ‘Anansi stories’ review, thinking about all 4 stories together as a collection and answering the following questions: 

1. What star rating (out of 5) would you give the stories? Why? I would give the Anansi stories a …. because ………. 
2. What did you like about the collection of stories? I enjoyed ……… because ………. 
3. What did you dislike about the collection of stories? I did not enjoy ………. because ……… 
4. What questions are you left with at the end of them? I am left wondering the question ‘……….’ 
5. Did the stories remind you of anything else you have read or seen before? These stories reminded me of ………. 
6. Who would you recommend these stories to? Why (e.g person, age group)? I would recommend these stories to… because.. 

 



 
  

Anansi Stories 4: Anansi and Turtle go to Dinner 
 

Anansi and Turtle go to Dinner example answers: 

 

1. What is the ‘Law of the Jungle’? 

The ‘Law of the Jungle’ is: If you have company and you have food, you must share the food with your company. 

 

2. Why do you think Turtle’s hands got so dirty on his walk to Anansi’s house? 

I think Turtle’s hands got so dirty on the walk to Anansi’s house because turtles crawl on all fours as they walk, this 

includes their ‘hands’. He will have been using his hands to walk across a very dusty road, picking all the dirt up onto 

them. 

 

3. Do you think Anansi is a good friend? Use evidence from the story to explain your answer 

I think Anansi is a selfish and bad friend because he is only thinking about himself. He is not thinking about how Turtle 

might be feeling, because he tries to eat all the food without sharing it. He also makes Turtle much more tired by making 

him walk a lot further than he would have needed to. 

 

4. What do we learn about the Turtle in this story? Give 3 things and explain your ideas using the story to help you.  

We learn a lot about Turtle in this story, for example: 

1. He moves very slowly- it says he ‘slowly crawled’ and ‘nodded slowly’ 

2. He is polite- he says ‘thank you’ when he is offered food and says ‘I’m sorry’ when Anansi tells him he has dirty 

hands. He then goes twice to clean his hands when he is asked to 

3. He is a problem solver (for example he thinks of putting slippers on so he doesn’t get dirty hands again) and he uses 

this skill to teach Anansi a lesson by tricking him when he has been disrespected by him 
 

5. Why do you think the Turtle asked Anansi to take his jacket off underwater? 

I think the Turtle asked Anansi to take his jacket off because it was part of his plan to get revenge. He knows that spiders 

float, and that if Anansi takes off his jacket he will float up to the surface (because he won’t have the stones in the jacket 

pocket to weigh him down anymore) and then he will not be able to enjoy the feast. 

 

6. The story tells us that Anansi learnt the lesson: ‘What goes around, comes around’. What do you think this means? 

I think this means that someone else will treat you the same way you choose to treat them. If you treat someone nicely, 

they will most likely be nice to you back, but if you are unkind to someone else, they may well be unkind to you too. In 

this story, Anansi is selfish and unkind towards Turtle and stops him from eating by tricking him. Because of this, the 

Turtle does the same back to him.   

 
  

 


