
 

 

 

 

If you are short of books in the house, here are some online places you can go for free:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘Oxford Owl’ site is free to parents and carers, and there are a number of both age-

specific and book-banded ebooks available, with interactive reading comprehension 

activities. Head to oxfordowl.co.uk/books and set up a free account to access these. 

 
While schools are closed, stories.audible.com are providing unlimited streaming of 

hundreds of titles for children and families to listen to. The stories have been hand-picked 

to offer a mix of education, entertainment, and general-interest titles, from the classic to 

the contemporary, with a focus on stories that are suitable for children. The collection 

includes favourites like Winnie the Pooh, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Aladdin, Jane 

Eyre and The Call of the Wild and there are sections for both ‘Littlest Listeners’ and 

‘Elementary’ which are appropriate for Primary learners. 

‘Epic!’ is the leading digital library for children aged 12 and under. There are thousands of 

online books to read. Some schools use this site and may have already given you and your 

child a login to this. If your school doesn’t, then the first month is free (and you can cancel 

an account at any time). Head to getepic.com.  

 If you are on Twitter, search for #operationstorytime for access to online story-reading 

events and authors sharing and reading their books for free. 

 

Set aside 20 minutes daily to read somewhere quiet and without distractions with your child (of any age), making it fun, quality time. Encourage your child to tell you about the 
story by looking at the pictures and talking about the characters and their dilemmas.  Here are the types of questions children often get asked when reading at school: 

Clarifying: At end of book, or 

after each page 
 

 Is there anything that you 

need to be clearer?- Are 

there any words or phrases 

you don’t understand that 

we can talk through? 

 What does the word .….. 

mean? 

 

Summarising:  

After reading 
 

 Sum up the book and go 

over what you found out. 

Were your predictions 

correct? 

 What is the most important 

message in the book? Why? 

Questioning: Throughout the book 

 Relate what is happening to something your child knows. Point to illustrations, if any, and ask: 
Do you remember when we…? Have you ever seen …..? What does this remind you of?  

 Ask about the characters: eg. How do you think the character is feeling? Why? 

 Ask questions about what is happening: eg. What is this? Where are they? Why is he there? 
What has happened so far and what do you think will happen next? 

 Ask ‘What makes you think that?’, ‘How do you know?’ and ‘Can you explain that?’ when your 
child has answered to help them think more deeply about the book. 

 Pick a word or phrase: Why do you think the author chose that word there? 

 

How long do we read for and 
what do we talk about? 

Predicting:  

Before reading 
 

 Looking at the front 

cover, what do you 

think the book will 

be about?  

 Why do you think 

this? 

 

Where do I find free books online? 

Reading at home when schools are closed 
Prioritising reading during this time of home learning is one of the most important activities you can do.  Below you will find some reasons why, 

some online places to go for free ebooks and examples of the type of questions you can ask to help your child: 


