
 

Cottenham Consultation 2019 – Frequently Asked Questions 

What will this change mean for me and my family? 

If your child attends the Centre School, he or she will have greater use of the facilities in the sixth form 

building from September this year.  This will come with more opportunities and a wider curriculum 

offer, where appropriate for his or her needs. 

If your child attends CVC’s post-16 stage, he or she will benefit from the co-location of more dedicated 

specialist provision and, in time, we will be able to ensure a wider curriculum offer because we can 

ensure the financial viability of the qualifications on offer.  If your child attends CVC’s 11-16 ‘main 

school’, his or her education will not be directly affected by this change.   

Are the course options going to change for children in the sixth form? 

We are currently looking at the curriculum offer for children at The Centre School and how this will 

progress post-16.  We think that as a result of the proposed changes, we will be able to offer more 

courses and a more diverse curriculum offer, based on the children’s interests and abilities, so this 

presents us with an exciting opportunity. 

Can the Centre School meet the needs of the 16-18 cohort? 

The school starts from a strong position and we are confident that staff can build on the existing post-16 

provision.   In 2017, Ofsted noted of the Centre School that “the leadership team has maintained the 

good quality of education in the school.  The curriculum is clearly having a positive impact on improving 

attendance as pupils engage in activities they enjoy”.  More recently, in February 2019, Challenge 

Partners reported that “the hallmark of The Centre School is the high standard of work done to address 

the SEMH needs of students.  The work is underpinned by excellent staff/student relationships that 

foster the confidence of students and increases their levels of motivation and general ‘readiness to 

learn’”. 

Does this mean that children at CVC will no longer be able to stay on after the age of 16? 

In fact, very few pupils move from Yr11 into Yr12 at CVC (two children in 2019) and these children have 

EHCPs, which designate the post-16 provision as the right setting for them.  This will not change. 

Historically, Yr12 has admitted no children at all from the Centre School.  This will change, since Centre 

School pupils will stay on for as long as it is the right provision for them.  This means that we will be 

keeping our school community together more than we have been able to do until now. 

Will there be disruption on site following this change? 

The schools are working closely together to plan their timetables and school days in order to ensure that 

there continues to be a smooth flow of pupils around the site.  This might mean some further small 

changes to the school day, which each school would communicate to you as necessary once a decision 

has been made on the basis of this consultation. 

 



Will this mean that CVC pupils will have to share the site with children who have been permanently 

excluded? 

The Centre School is a specialist provision for children with Social, Emotional and Mental Health 

difficulties, who have an EHCP identifying this as their need.  It should not be confused with an 

alternative provision or a pupil referral unit (PRU).  

The two are being aligned because most post-16 pupils at CVC also have an EHCP and therefore need 

specialist provision, different to that of a mainstream environment.  For us, it makes sense to join the 

two together so that the specialist educational offer extends from 11-18 and therefore offers these 

children the consistency they need until the age of 18. 

What additional costs will this incur?  Will any building work be undertaken? 

There will be no cost to you and your family associated with this change. 

The Trust has identified some costs associated with improving the current sixth form building to improve 

its safety, accessibility and the quality of the environment - for example, the installation of CCTV and 

securing the existing balcony area.  This proposal does not include any plans to alter the exterior of the 

building or to build any new sites, so we do not expect the works to be disruptive. 

Why are you consulting on this?  Why not just make the changes? 

Primarily, we believe that it is right to discuss these changes with you.  We are also legally required to do 

this because it involves the submission of two business cases to make significant changes to each 

existing academy.  The ‘transfer’ of the post-16 provision is, legally speaking, the changing of CVC’s age 

range from 11-19 to 11-16 and the expanding of the Centre School’s age range to offset this. 

Why are you making this change now? 

For many years, the two schools have co-operated and shared expertise.  Now is the right time to 

formalise this and to move towards a deeper level of co-operation in 2019, followed by a full transfer of 

the post-16 provision in 2020.  Astrea has also been looking closely at the Government’s intentions for 

post-16 qualifications funding.  These were confirmed recently, so we have been able to plan this 

change with greater certainty. 

Do any children lose out from this proposal? 

No current pupil of either school will have to find a new school as a result of this change. 

In the past, children who have special educational needs but who do not have an Education and Health 

Care Plan (EHCP) have been admitted to CVC’s post-16 provision.  It will no longer be possible ordinarily 

to admit these children because of the higher number of children with greater needs who will attend 

the Centre School.  The Trust has given a lot of thought to this and believes that it is right that the 

special provision in Cottenham is focused on those who need it most. 

What will be done with the current Centre School site? 

The recently refurbished mobile classrooms will be converted to Art studios, so that the children will 

have a designated space to create and display their work.  There are no further plans for the remaining 

buildings at the present time, but we will discuss options so that we can best utilise the available space. 


